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Late Paſtor to a Church of CHRIST, 1 * |; ; 
Meeting! in Nen Cres . London 
An Account ok 77 459 Call to 


the MINTS TRY, Confeſion of his FALTRH, 
and ſome Hints relating to the unjuſt Prxo—-—-ĩ ü¶ 
CEEDINGS of the aboveſaid CHURCH to- , 
wards him. _- = 
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Come and hear all ye that fear Grd, and I will 3 

what he hath done for my ſoul, Pl. Ixvi. 16. 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me, then 1 could = 

| have borne it, neither auas it he that hated me that © 
Aid magnify himſelf againſt me, then I would be 
Did myſelf from him; but it was thou, a man, mine 

+ bo equal, my guide, and my Ae PC. Iv. 1 2, 1 3.— 8 "= i; 
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To the Church of CHRIST, 


meeting in White's - Alley, 
Little Moor fields. 


Dearl Beloved, 


HOM I love in the 1 as 
it was by the free conſent and 
unanimous agreement of you all that 
I ſhould publiſh and ſend abroad in 
the world the Experience of the Lord's 
work by his Spirit on my heart, in 
ſnatching me as a Brand from the 9 
burning, and putting me, who am less 
than the leaſt of all ſaints, into the 
work of the miniſtry, from that near 
relation to you, that love I have for 
you, and that duty laid on me from 
God towards you, for your ſpiritual ³ü 
welfare, would I dedicate this my Ex- 
perience, no ways doubting from tage ³⁶ſ 
_ knowledge Ihave of your acquaintance 
"wn the language of Canaan, and your EO 


iv DEDICATION. 
love and eſteem to the ſpirit working 
on the heart of a finner, but it will 
meet with acceptance. 

IT is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me, 
that there are ſome among you who 
are eye and ear-witneſſes of thoſe for- 
rows I underwent. in that former 
church, and of their unjuſt uſage to- 
wards me; as alſo, the ſouls of ſome 
among them who were fincere, whoſe 
iconſciences were bribed by one, who, 
it is to be feared, acted more from his 
own ſpirit than the ſpirit of God, and 
-as you have bore a becoming teſtimo- 
ny againſt fin, and millitated againſt 
an arbitrary government, in thoſe who 
have often robbed Chriſt of his kingly 
office in his church; and for which 
by ſuch you have been evilly treated, 
yet it deſerves the praiſe of all ſincere 
and upright ſouls, who have the glory 
of Chriſt at heart, and look upon it, 
my beloved, as a happy deliverance, 
that you are brought out from among 
them who have fo often robbed you 


of 


— 
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DEDICATION. v 
of your peace; and altho', for the trial 
of your faith ye were for a ſmall time 
ſcattered, and as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd, yet the great ſhepherd and 
biſhop of ſouls, from the love he bore 
to you, has folded you again, and giv- 
en you to enjoy thoſe immunities 
which you longed for, and 1 Is adding 
to your little number. 


IT is no little joy to me when Icon: ³⁶ü 


fider that your cauſe is not founded 
upon carnal craft, lies, and ſophiſtry; 
but on Chriſt, his doctrines and pre4 
cepts, as your rule to walk and act by, 
* which is both honourable and dura 

\ ble, when the former muſt fall. 

ATI know that you, as well as others, L 
who are acquainted with the ill treat- 
ment I met with, might- expect Iſhould- 
have given a larger aecount in defence 
of myſelf, for the many falſe charges a- 
gainſt me; but for the ſake of the go- 

ipel, and left I ſhould ſtagger the 
weak, as alſo, being ſatisfied that my 


falſe accuſers have ſmarted already för 3 1 
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i Dr mnmic Aro. 
what they have done and ſaid, Ithink 
it not my buſineſs to pour vinegar into 
their wounds, but leave it to the Lord 
to defend my cauſe and right me, 
which work alone belongs to him, and 
deſire to pray that God w.uld con- 


give them. 
As I have giyen here an account of 
: 5 wormwood and the gall which the 
Lord hath given me to drink, and 
ſome of the ſweets which he hath been 
pleaſed to mix with thoſe bitter 
draughts, and as 1 have found a reflec- 
tion upon them, has been humbling 
and comforting. to my ſoul, ſo J hope 
by.your peruſing this ſhort account of 
mine, it may be a means in the 
hand of the ſpirit, for your calling to 
mind ſome-of thoſe farmer deliver- 
ances that you have experienced at 
your being brought firſt out of Egyp- 
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vince them more and mary, and for- | 


tian darkneſs, and delivered often from 
the power of the lion and the bear, 
v. My: it may be you have almoſt for- 
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DE NIN AfrIOoNM. vii 
got; which if ſo, I pray God 1 it may 
be bleſſed to you. . 

I ſhAll add no more than * that 
you would remember me when at the 
throne of grace, that God would in- 
dulge me with conſtant nearneſs to 
himſelf, and that he would be pleaſed 
to hand out to me daily every needful 
ſupply that I ſtand: in need of for my 
miniſterial: labours, in order to make 
me more uſeful for his glory, and the. Ml 
good and benefit of precious fouls,and 
that this my account of his dealing. if 
with me, may be bleſſed to thouſands.. 

May love and unanimity abound. | 
more and more among you, and that 

you may grow in grace and in the 
= 1 of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and moſt intimate communion with 
I by all the ordinances of his houſe, 
1s the * of him who is 


Wu Servant, 


For Chriſt A Sake, 
I. the. Work of the Goſpel, 1 


John Griffith. 


ö eee, 
To the RE A DeE R. 


| Courteous READER, 


8 ſpiritual language and expe- * 
rience has been looked upon in 

all ages by thoſe who are unacquainted || 
with the grace of Gad, to be the loweſt || 
and meaneſt language that can be de- 
Ai uered, either in private, from the pul- 
pit, or the preſs ; and as ſuch have treat- 
ed it with hard names, as madneſs, de- 
lufion, religious cant, Enthuhaſm, &c. | 
So make no doubt but this ſhort account 
of (God's dealings with me will meet 
with the fame treatment by fuch, altho' Yf * 
it is plain and evident from the teſti- | ' 
mony-of ſcripture, common obſervation, | * 
and the ſpirits work on the beart of a fin- 
ner, and that the ſaints in all ages ſ more J 
or leſs) who have experienced his grace, 7 
have made a declaration of the ſame, || © 
as witneſs the Patriachs, Moſes, Job, 
: m_ Solomon, Paul, and others, 1 1 
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To the Rr 5b N * 
alſo, mdny i, in theſe latter days, the hich 


be Lord hath made of Angular uſe. 70 


con vi nec dyceki ns tempted fouls, a0 ts 
my hope this will be alſo, and thus: 2 
ing ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, as in e 
amples fon my encouragement, have T 
made a declaration of that which my hands 
_—_ handled and my fo ul hath taſted. 
And here, reader, in this brief ac 
count, I thought it neceſſary to give a 


eu bints 2 God's s. Jpectal providence a | 


"rowards me when à child; as "alſo, an 


account of fome of the follies of my yottth,, 


and that delight T took in the fervice and 
1 dradgery of $ alan; before God effettual- 
h wrought upon" me,” which the Lord 
F Inos, fince Fe hath © pened my. yes, I 
F have often grieved at, gy envie Satan 
. | 70 think he ſhould- have ſo much of my 


precious time, and prime of my ſirength 


>. | for bis ſervice, and the chief reuſon of my 


| publiſhing this, is to magnify the 7tches 

4 God's grace towards unworthy me. 
Du have here à relation of my EN 

noramce in 1085 ving to be Jy by..the 


x | Works 


EE would not receive fuch a wretch. as Y 
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WM ee into the work of the miniſtry, as 


* 10 the Re 49 6. 


; "works of the Idw, and how far I went in 
? theſe my performances, and the time ache n | 
the ſpirit of God ſavingly conGnced me, 
and ſtripped me of allTſon much boaſtedin, 
xamely, my own righteouſneſs, and lead- 
Ing me as a finner to Chriſt, my laſt ſhift 
for life. and ſalvation, as alſo the time 
I continued at his feet crying for mercy, 
with my many temptations from Satan, 


and my doubts. and fears, that Chrift | 


> Ak wm 
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Was, and at lat ſetting * aur 


"Thaw haſt here, | 3 ader, the various 
> va by which God led me on when 1 was I 


 glſo,the many ſupports Thad from his word ® 

Zo encourage me againſt my many doubts F 
and fears, which often aroſe from a vieww |} 
of. the greatneſs of the work, ang a ſenſe | 
of my own inſu uffict ency for it, together 
with my ſmall time for ſludying the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures, on the account of my fa- 
mily.; and though ſome may look upon it 
45 a Kauen 1 — the character of 4 
7 HOI miniſter 
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To the Rey ADER. * 
„ niniſter to labour aich hit hunde, yet as 
2 God has given me many children, and 5 
„ not a fuffictency to ſupport them, by my 
, miniſtry, „. 1 hint it more my duty to la- 
our with my hands, tban to bring a re- 
4 proach on the goſpel, and have often been 
io enabled to 75 * for giving me 
„ Nrengtb of body to go thro both; and 
although T am not worthy to. be ranked 
among God's miniſters, yet I hope they 
il favour me with their prayers, that 
God wWworeld ſupport and ſtrengthen mo. 
With pe to my confeſfion of faith : 
$7 have added three articles more thin I 
¶ delivered when I was ſet apart, and WM 
tool the charge of the former church; as WM 
eing. fince there was ſomething wanting 2 
in them, which T firmly believe in, amd 
i agreeable to the ſtandard of truth, 


a) 
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iſe and I am not aſhamed to inform the 5 
er reader from whoſe torch I Iighted' ny 
42— candle as a ſecond cauſe, for that" excel 
2. ent compoſition wwhich the honourable af- 
it | ſembly of divines hath compiled together, 


Tuan þ been wa great uſe to me in theſe as 
ter | „ 
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. 46 my former art: ales's g if. my. 
reader Wl nks it to be a+ weabneſs 1 in me, 
I hope, he abi caft 4 mantle of love ever. 
this and many more that he may diſcover. 
Mitb reſpect lo the brief el. 1 
have given regarding the mi ſconduct of 
thoſe whom ] may ſay, in the language of 
the Pſalmiſt David, we took fageet coun- 
fel together and walked unto the houſe of | 
Cod in company for a while, and 27 | 
have now Fw} up their heel againft me, | 
hope it will not flagger you that are weak | 
in faith, for who oſe comfort, and to mag- 
iy the riches of God's grace, I cbiey 
publiſh theſe his dealings with me; but | 
may you rather, and others alſo, Samſon- * 
lake, be enabled out of the eater to bring 
forth meat, and out of the firong to bring 
forth ſweetneſs, for the comfort and efta- j 
bh fhment of pour fouls, and your farther || © 
groweth.in grace, and in the knowleage | : 
of. our: Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and that 11 
nay anſwer theſe valuable ends, is Abe 4 
prayer of lm p 10 your ſouls We- 
wiſher, and * fervant in the work | - 


he goſpel 1 
= aße. 1 nad John Griffith, 
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r W AS . in London, in 1 
month of December, in the year of 


M _ profeſſion, was of the Church of: 

| England ; 5 my mather a Proteſtant Di:. 
ſenter, and member of that church of! 
Chriſt: over which the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury was, and ftill remains paſtor: 


„of; and to her praiſe would I fpeak ity 


ſhe took a Chriſtian mother's care of me, 


nat only reſpecting my body, but more 
| eſperially: my damon and never dying | 
. Togal,} to bring me up in the nurture and 


nition” oÞ. the Lord; giving me 
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me, and for me, and making me morn- 


ing and evening to pray hy myſelf, which 
was very commendable in her; and glad 


ſhould 1 be was it the practice of all pro- 
feſſors in theſe our days; but, for my 
-own part, I cannot ſpeak in commenda- 
tion of myſelf, for my prayers and book 
I. hated ; for I well remember, it was the 


reateſt burthen and ſlavery to me to do 


either, and eſpecially to ſtand at the 
door and read, which I often did, and 


ſaw . my ſchool- fellows at. play. My natu- 


ral hatred to good appearing ſo conſpi- 
ous, not only in what Ic have juſt hinted;” 


but my proneneſs to evil, ſuch as lying 


and pilfering from my mother, and ſtay- 
ing out with my playmates ſometimes” 
till eight or nine o'clock at night, obliged 


my mother to have a ſtrict hard. over 


me: and . becauſe ſhe ſo often corrected 


me for my faults, I often looked on her 


to be oneof the moſt hard -hearted mothers: 
that ever I ſaw, for I never obſerved my 
Playmates ſo often corrected by their pa- 
rents as myſelf; but this, I know now, 
was from that tender love and regard ſne 


had for me. Her method in correcting 
me generally was this; ſhe would not 
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take me in the height of her paſſion and 
gratify the ſame upon me, but would 
take me warm out of my bed in the morn- 
ing and whip me ſeverely for the faults 
committed over - night, or che day before. 

As I was much given to play, I was 
often in miſchief, and uſed to bring my- 
ſelf into many a broil with my play- 
mates; and one time, when I was about 
ſix or ſeven years of age, being at play 


with one of them much like myſelf, and I | f 


croſſing him in our play, he having a 
hammer in his hand, ſtruck me with it 
upon my head with all his might; the 

neighbours and my mother, whom I had 
alarmed with my hideous cry, coming 
about me, and ſeeing me with my neck 
and ſhoulders almoſt c covered with blood, 
and the hammer in the other's hand, was 


in fear my ſkull was fractured; but, as 


the Lord would; have it, it was not 3 and 
by proper application, with God's bleſſ- 
ing, I was cured; yet, to this very day, 
it is ſo tender I cannot bear a raſor to 8⁰ | 
over it or come near it. 


About a year after this, I had fl ſtroled, 


7 £ Lech ſome of my {chool-fellows,, down io 
5 athe Thames ſide, and in our playi ing toge- 
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ther 1 Fell into the river, and there I lay 
under water for ſome time, it being out of 
my depth ; cheir crying out that I was fell 
in and was drowned, cauſed one of the wa- 
termen to come to my relief, and ſtanding 
for awhile; faw my head juſt appear above 1 
water, and caught hold of my hair and 
plucked me out 'almoſt expired. One 
- might reafonably have thought that 
this would have deterred me from ever 
going there again; but I do not remem- 
ber at had any ſuch effect upon me; for 
a ſmall time after, being there to waſh 
myſelf, and fitting a ſtraddle a- croſs a 
piece of timber, it turned round with me 


upon it, azad muy heels over my head into 


the water; but as the water was ſhallo ? 
Leſcaped death, being now about nine or 
ten ycars of age. 

A ork after this I had a third 1 


from death by this watery element: bei 
at the ſame place, which is called Dorſer- 


ſtairs, and reſting on the ſides of two boats, | 


they ſeparated and I fell intothe river; bur 


0 I got out I-cannot give any account, 
it being the duſk of the evening, and no 

perſon near me as I know of. I never 
found any of my . 3 5 


159 


affect me as this; for even now, calling it 
to mind, my heart and hand tremble with 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, and yet will 
give thanks to my God for thus preſer- 
ving me. I think in all it was five or 6x 
times I was near death by this ately 
element, | 

When I was about the age of twelve 
years, the Lord took my mother from 
me to himſelf, .and my father took little 


or no care of me, ſo that I was left to 


rove where I pleaſed when I came from 
ſchool ; and, to all outward fippearance, 


1 muſt have come to ruin; but by the 
4 providence of God, a man, by trade a 
4 .clog-maker, one of the eſtabliſhed 
church, took a liking to me, and took 
me an apprentice ; but if ever a youth 
3 ſerved a hard apprenticeſhip, I think T 
did, for I was both back and belly-beat ; 
the former I could have borne, had I but 


had my belly full. And I very well re- 
member, being but young, and not yety | 
fit for buſineſs, I had often the chifdren 


Put in my arms to nurſe and carry about, 


and when they have had any viduals in 


their hand J have eat it from them, and 
bid chem aſk for more, and Wen have 
1 | £ "I - 3 - pil- 
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pilfered other ways to ſarisfy my hunger. 
As for the worſhip of God in the family, 
I am ſorry to ſay, there was none, unleſs 
it was now an then on a Lord's day, 
they have made me read a chapter in the 
Bible, but this was fo ſeldom I can 
hardly remember it; and it was very 
rare my. maſter went to church himſelf. 
As for my miſtreſs, it was. her cuſtom to 
once in a twelvemonth or two, and 
this was when the Lord had broughr her 
through the difficult hour of nature's ſor- 
row, and reſtored her to her former 
ftrength again; then ſhe would go to be 
churched, as they call it, but I do not 
remember that ſhe went at any other 
time; in ſhort, they lived more like 
Heathens than Chriſtians. Theſe wete 
bad Examples for them to ſet before me, 
who had taken charge of me. Indeed, 
4 do not look upon them to be ſingular 
in this reſpect, nor the former, for 1 fear 
it is the caſe with too many maſtets at 
tis day; fo that their” ſervants do but 
Perform their buſineſs they care not ei- 
ther for body or ſoul; but let ſuch re- 
member the exhortation of the Apr. 
Cat, vi. 1, Epb. vi. 9 7 5 : my 


ff.. : 
And withal, let not parents of chil= 
dren be diſcouraged for them; they may 
go through hard ſervitude, yet God can 
| Aida. em under it and make it of uſe 
to them in the end, as it hath been of 
eat uſe to unworthy me. In about five 


ö Fears and a half my maſter died, and 1 


was turned over to another; but before 


my time was expired, we not agreeing 
3 together, he propoſed my paying him a 
7 ſmall ſum of money for the remainder of 
my time, and then he would deliver up 
my indentures, which I readily 
to, and paid him every farthing gladly. 
Being come now to be a free man for 
43 myſelf, and to make up for my bondage 
and ſlavery, I gave the reins to the 
neck of my luſts to carry me whitherſo- 
ever they pleaſed; for now I took de- 
light in all manner of worldly pleaſures, 
z fo far as my ſubſtance by my labour 
would allow of, ſuch as running, jump- 
ing, gaming, ſinging and dancing, and 
ta my ſhame be it ſpoken, I have not 
I ſhunned to pleaſure myſelf with theſe, 
ſometimes even on the Lord's day. As 
For dancing, I thought it to be the 
xpreateft pleaſure the earth could afford; 


for 
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for I well remember, that for a time, my 
whole affection was carried after it. This 


brought me into a variety of company at 
laſt, fo that I found I had hardly time 


-for labour to ſupport it, which obliged 


me to flacken my pace in this pleaſure, 
fearing it ſhould iſſue in ſomething worſe. 
Many have been my obſervations regard- 


ing the language and behaviour of many 


2 in thoſe various companies I have 
een in, and I have thought, in general, 
he was the clevereſt man that was the 
moſt wicked ; their debauched language 
and wicked catches was moſt delightful 
to me; and, to my ſhame be it ſpoken, 

I well remember I have ſtrove more to 
imitate them in their language and car- 
riage than to learn the leaſt good from any 
godly ſober perſon, for them I bated 


and at this time I was an unworthy 


e 


* 


member of the eſtabliſhed church, and 
would now and then go there, but ſeldom 


ſtay the ſervice out; and while I have 


been there I have wondered at their & 


weaknels to fit there ſo confined, as | 
thought, when they might go and take 


their pleaſure as I did. My conſcience, 
at times, often uſed to ſting me, and 1 


Dave | 


pent, not confidering chat Ged mi 


9] 


: have 8 to think of the threatenings 
of God in his wordiagainſt fin, but it was 
4 often ſuggeſted to me that thoſe threaten- 
3 ings were only ro keep men in awe, not 
as God ever intended to puniſh man for 


ſin ; and this became a fixed principle in 
me at laſt, ſo chat I would argue for it, 
that a man might ſin, yet not be pu- 
Inithed ; that is, not for every fin, and 


_ ®thoſe fink that were heinous, by true re- 


Ipentance God would forgive them; and 
Irhis J thought I need not do now, but 
Sſtay till I was an old man, and then re- 
; ight have 
Whnatched me off in a moment in the fnidſt 

Jof my fins, und ſend my foul to hell. 
Dropping a little of this language one 

Mime at a certain place, over a pot of beer, 
Inn the company of an aged man, he 
3 biftened very attentively to me, and when 
had done he began to ſpeak very ten- 
[ Oy to me, and the chief of his lan- 
S&uvage was much in commendation of a 
| 0 ber religious life, how commendable it 
was in the ſight of God and man. I rea- 
my agreed with him in what he ſaid, 

8 it to be true; but being Enfi- 
1 his firking at me, I conld not 


bear 


101 
bear i it, and had it not been for hame 1 
could have flown in the face of him. 
The good man, perceiving my enmity in 
my countenance, ſaid but little more to 
me than this, As the tree falls, ſo it will 
lie; and added, there is no repentance in 
the grave. This laſt ſentence had ſuch an 
impreſſion upon me, being convinced 
there was no repentance after death, that 


. my anger towards him was turned to 


love, and I could have put him into my 
boſom. Here was the lion in a moment 
turned into a lamb, and upon this I be- 
gan to think of amending my life, and 
take up to be more ſober and religious, 
by paying a greater regard to going to 
church than I uſed to do. Theſe reſo- 
lutions I began to put in practice, and 
continued it for a ſmall time, but Satan, 
the world, and my carnal heart, ſoon got 
the maſter of me, and I ſoon returned 
like the dog to his own vomit again, 
and the ſow that was waſhed to her wal- 
-lowing in the mire ; yet the thoughts of 
.Geath would every now and then terrify 


me. About this time the Rev. Mr. 


[Whitefield and Weſley. came out in pub- 


lic, and happily cauſed a n ſtir among 
the 


5 


„ ⁵ Re 


— 
the dry bones, as inſtruments in the hand 
of God, and religion began to be much 
talked: of, and eſpecially the new birth, 


that a man muſt be a new creature. 


This I knew I was not, however it had 
ſuch an impreſſion upon me that I thought 
I: would ſtrive to be one, and to church 
J went again, and followed it very cloſe, 
and providentially I was brought under 
the roof of a profeſſor of the church of 
England, who told me he had received 
the ſacrament, and would have me go; 


I told him, I was in fear I was not wor- 


thy to receive it. He ſaid, that was his 


objection to one who told him, that if he 


ſtayed till he was worthy he muſt never 
go; this wrought a ſtrong inclination in 
me to receive 54 and I thought that if I 
did that all would-be well and my falva- ' 
tion ſecure ; but an objection aroſe in my 


mind, which was this, that I had not 


been confirmed by the biſhop, which I 
thought was a ſtep I ſhould take before 
this; but weighing it a little in my mind, 
I. began to conclude I had no opportuni- 


ty for it, neither did I know how to g⁰ 


paſs it 
75 having: conſidered well of the re- 


out it, and I thought I would 


; * 3 ö ceiving 


. 


5 F 
. 4 1 0 — » l 92 N ä . 
8 6 4 ” f 1 . * . hy . : n ff 
14 99 88 8 4 ET. 7 1 F ; 4 5 , * a 1 p i - 22 „ — 
> . „ : * n —— 2 * * Ss F ed he's > < FR: X- AO. a M4 Tb þ - 2 1 . q * —— a" if x, ou 
N r = 3 a 3 mt I . C N = * N INE 
2 FR LE Ru” 7 R IS — op ren > ak; 327 — 3 n 1 SV 8 ö 2 
5 - por <> a * . 3 — Cn EY Rs Es | 
22 ; % r * 7 — * e err < mn, — 3 "> _ G 8 4 2 
— 4 bag; th" 2h 6 ' * 8 < . * $>0 = — 2 7 ok — on Y Ry * 3 — | 22 . 5 & oft % % . a i 
I 1 n > af — * ; | 
e e 1 — - = | — Z 
3 * 
, 3 b . 3 I 7 ” 4 _ 
l Z F - A . = Yr 28 
2% 8 260 l N 5 5 Nl : hk = 
= — oy, : \ 1 5 aff l —_—_ ; = n l , i 2 EF _ Ne 8 
1 l g nin 


14483 
N 


-. 

. % oy 3 
„ 4 So 
8 
1 


. LA % ; 4 
+. « . " Pn y * 3 * 
N — * r NN * 
5 2 2 = { - — . : — 
22 — mae 2 — 


—— 
* 


* 


z 8 E . 
| net 2 * 
. — 
— — 


* 


8 


P 


— 
—_ 


112 1 


N ceiving. of the ſacrament as 1 thought, I 


ſex about preparing myſelf for tha wor- 


thy receiving of che ſame, fuch as pray- 


ing morning and evening for a week te- 
gether out of a book compiled. for that 


purpoſe; and pray T was thus igno - 


rant, as I have juſt now expreſſed, 10 
believe that I. could make myſelf worthy 


by my. prayers for the receiving of that 
ordinance, and when done, that a/would 
be well with me, and my ſalvation ſe- 


cure; that the Lord was at this time 


at work upon- my heart by the drawings 
of his Spirit; and this I ground not only 
upon what I have ſince felt and expe- 
rienced in my ſoul, but what I then felt 
of the temptation. of Satan ; for at this 
time I was ſorely. tempted. that I ſhould 
eat and drink my own damnation, toge- 


ther with horrid blaſphemies, that I have 


got up in the night upon my knees in 


the bed and prayed unto God as well as 
I could to take them away; and this 


text, applicable to my caſe, was brought 
to me for my comfort and ſupport. 
Fames i. 2. My brethren- count it ail j 
when. ye fall into divers temptations. 


I did ſnd great ſupport from it, for 1 
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[51 | 
was encouraged to go on in that way T' 
was in, and concluded my week's 5 mo. 
aration. 

On the Lord's day 1 went to St. Ann's 
er lecture to receive the facrament ; 
but before, at, and after I had received 
it, Satan ſet hard upon me again with 
ſuch horrid blaſphemies and temptations 

5 that I chuſe not here to mention, leſt it 
| ould ſtagger the weak) that I was all 
of a ſweat with agony of ſoul, ſometimes 
"| wiſhing I had never attempted: to receive 
that ſacred ordinance, and ſometimes 
wiſhing I could but get out of the church, 
for now I was in fear I was going indeed 
to eat and drink' my own damnation, | 
and often concluded at this time, that no 
one was ever ſo tempted as myſelf. Vet, 
under all this God ſupported me, ands 
carried me through it by that former 
W | paſſage, Jam. i. 2. Though in this was my 
3 | ignorance, for I could ſee no farther than 
IS | the ſhadow, and thought, becauſe I did 
this great work, therefore I ſhould be 
F ſaved. The ordinance being over, I 
0 returned to my own apartment, and Sa- 
tan, for a while, left me, and then 1 
thought all was well, but. concluded I 
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muſt live a more ſolemn and holy life 
than ever: now I promiſed God future 
obedience, and endeavoured ſtrictly to 
watch over my thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions ; keeging cloſe to my church, and 
attending the ſacrament for many months | 
together. | 
I till living in the houſe of him who. 
was the means of my receiving the ſacra- 
ment, and though a profeſſor, was very 
fond of what is commonly called a mer- 
ry-making, and I having a great taſte 
for ſinging he knowing which, would 
often, get me into company with him, 
ind. making ſometimes too free with 
od's creatures, ſent to ſupport nature, 
have been overcome, and thereby brought 
zuilr on my conſcience. Here, my me- 
choc was, I would go to the ſacrament 
to make. matters up again, as I thought, 


with God, and this l have done many times. 
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Having gone on in this manner for a 


long time, and being often convinced of 
this my ſin in fo doing; and knowing I 


lay open to many ſnares while in a ſingle 
.ftate, I thought I would change my con- 
dition, in hopes I ſhould live up more 
.Þclole to my proteſſion ; ; and coming! to a 


{xs ] 


_ concluſion in theſe my thoughts; the 


Lord, I may ſay, choſe a help-mate for 


-me. But, feeling the charge of a married 
ſtate by my family — God 


giving me many children, thro' the 
ſtubbornneſs of my unbelieving heart I 


have often murmured at it, and wiſhed 


others were favoured with theſe bleſſings 
and myſelf excuſed from them. So that 
I found I was as liable to ſin in a mar- 
ried ſtate as in a ſingle one, though not 


in the ſame degree. This cauſed much 
uneaſineſs in my mind, as well as the 


former, and what to do I could not tell; 
but, about this time, I was told. by one 


of my acquaintance that there was a man 
{ preached at Laurimers-hall, and withal 
'added, that no man could: be ſaved but 


in the belief of that doctrine he preached. 
J made but little anſwer to it, but thought 
the more, and reſolved in my mind to go 
and hear him; accordingly L went one 
Lord's day evening, and found the do&- 
trine he preached was very agreeable to 
my condition; but ſtaying a while after 


he had done his ſermon, I heard the peo- 


ple talk of ſome diſſenting miniſters they 


Bad! been to hear. This fat me againſt | 
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going there any more for one while, for 


by this I concluded they were all Diſſen- 
ters; for, at that time, I hated the Dif- 
ſenters with a perfect hatred ; and I have 
often pitied them when I have ſeen them 


L 11 
a5 


coming out of the meeting-houſes; and 


have looked upon them to be a parcel of 
ignorant people; for at this time I was a 


ſtrong churchman : but, to my ſhame be it 


Apoken, had any one aſked me what a 


church was, I could not have told him. 


I again kept cloſe to my church, not 


.caring to go among the Diſſenters any 


more; and the chie place of my worſhip 


was St. Ann's lecture in a morning, be- 


cauſe of receiving the ſacrament; and at 
other churches the other part of the day. 
But being one merxing at lecture, while 


Mr. Smith was preaching, who was a 
man I loved to hear, I took notice in his 
dermon of his making mention of the 


name of Chriſt; and I make no doubt 
ut he had zocatianed his name before, 
though but very rarely. I had heard his 


name mentioned by others now and then, 


and J had mentioned it myſelt in my 


-prayers 3 but it never ſounded fo {ſweet to 
- me before. ! Now 1 FRO to think of him 


a little | 


71 


a little more than I uſed to da; and with 
this my convictions increaſed daily; and 
IJ thought I began to want ſomething 


which I had not: This cauſed me to run 


from place to place; ſometimes to one 


church; ſometimes to another: and 1 
enquired for the beſt-men in the church, 

and if I heard of any, I would go, let it 
be at any part of the town. Semetimes 


I heard of a biſhop's preaching here and 


there, and I would follow him. But in 
all my toil and labour I found I wanted 
ſomething they did not preach. . 

My convictions ſtill growing ſtronger 
and ſtronger, obliged me to go once 
more to Laurimers-hall and, hear Mr. 


Seagrave; and here indeed I heard Chriſt 


preached, which was what I wanted: 


dut he preaching only on the Lord's day 


evening, obliged me to ſeek elſewhere. I 


at laſt went to the tabernacle. Here 1 
found what I wanted! namely, Chriſt 


preached. Sometime after 1 was provi- 
dentially led to Mr. Stockel's meeting- 
houſe in Red-croſs-ſtreet ; which was the 
firſt meeting-houſe, while under convic- 


tion, that ever I was in, as near as I can 
reme mber. Here 1 8 the ſame ſound 
611351 3 i 
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as the former; namely, Chriſt preached ; 


and though this was fo ſuitable to m 


condition, I could not bear to leave the 


church, becauſe I thought none could be 


right but that. Yet I could not help 
going to the forementioned places now 


and then; and my method, generally, 
| when there, was this, to get into ſome 


corner that I might not be ſeen ; for the 
word uſed generally to have ſuch an ef. 
fect upon me as to melt me into a flood 
of tears; and I concluding it was chiefly 
pointed at me, it being like unto a ſword 
piercing my very heart; but all this 


while I knew not what it was to come to 


Chriſt as a ſinner, and depend wholly 
upon him for ſalvation ; for I depended 


| more upon what I did myſelf than upon 
What he had done for. ſinners. 


When the word in the hand of the Spi- 


rit had made any convincing impreſſions 


upon me, I would ftrive to be as holy as I 


' | > could by prayer, alms-deeds, and receiv+ 


iſe the ſacrament; and for this I thought 


God would accept me, and all was well: 
bur preſently my Babel would all come 


down, and I was as miſerable as ever; 


* Iwould ftrive n 3 Some- 
times 


[19] 


I have looked upon mylelf, at times, to be 


ſingular for piety, having broke off from 


many vices, ſhe] many thouſands of tears 
for my ſins, given alms of what I poſ- 
ſeſſed, attended the word four times on a 
Lord's day ; and yet, for all this, inftead 
of growing better, I really, as I thought, 
grew 4 this ſeemed ſtrange to me, 
and ſuch was my ignorance at this time, 
that I could not account for it. In this 
1 I went on for many years, work- 
for life on my legal bottom. 
When I had failed in my duty to God, 
or fell into any outward fin, which 1 
found I often did, to beg of God to for- 
give me, and promiſe Him future obe- 
dience for time to come. When at one 
time, which I ſhall never forget, bein 
at — yer in one corner of my room, . 
| ing confeſſion of my ſins, both of 
omiſſion and commiſſion, together with 


my former - promiſes of future obedien 


for time to come, if God would be 
Pleaſed to forgive me. Theſe words were 


brought to me as a dagger entering my = 
very-ſoul, Ads v. 4. Thou baft not lied 


1 „ uno 


times I have worked myſelf up, as have 
thought, to ſuch a pitch of holineſs that 
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[ 20 ] 
unto. men, but unto God :I ſay, they were 
brought as a {word piercing my very 
3 and not only brought to me, but 
opened to me; I ſaw, now, had I lied 
unto man once, he: would have taken it 
as a great offence ; but, alas! I had not 
lied unto him but unto God, thouſands 
of times. 

Thus my. fin ſtared me in 3 face: 5 
'F looked around me and within me for 
my former ſaviours, as I had often took 
them to be, and on which I had often 
truſted ;- but they were fled, and not one 
of them came to my relief to help me ; 
that is, to ſay, my prayers, my many 
thouſands of tears ſhed tor ſin, my alms 
deeds,: tny going to ſacrament and pub- 
lic worſhip ; which was all what I greatly 
boaſted of and truſted in. Now my mi- 
ſery was greater than ever, for I felt my- 
ſelf a loft and undone creature, having 
nothing to truſt in. But my. neceſſity 
drove me to Chriſt, as my laſt ſhift, 


with a peradventure he might have mer- 


cy on me; fa that the ſame ſpirit. who 
ſtripped. me of my beauty which I much 
truſted in, led me as a. finner to Chriſt 
for lite and ſalvation. at this time Satan 
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{ 


1 2x 7] 
was let looſe upon, and tempted me 
ſorely with blaſphemous thaughts, and 
| then accuſed me that I had ſinned the un- 
pardonable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
becauſe I was thus tempted, and per- 
ſuaded me to give up all hopes of mercy, 
| for there was none for ſuch. a wretch as 1 
vas; and bringing theſe texts of ſcrip- 
ture to me, Eee vi. 4. and x. 26. ee, 
it. is impoſſible for thoſe who were once en- 
| lightened and have taſted the heaventy gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
aud bave taſted the good word of God, if 
; they ſhould fall away, to renew them again 
t repentance, ſeeing they cruciſy to themſelves 
s, | the Sen of God afreſh, and put him to an 
V 
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1 -epen ſhame. For if we ſin wilfully after 
| that wwe have received the knowledge of the 


truth, there remains no more ſacrifice far 
n, but a certain fearful looking for af 
s | Judgment and fiery indignation, which ſhall 
y | devour the adverſary. 1 Pet. ii. 20. Far 
> / after they have eſcaped the pollutions af 
be world through the knowledge of the Loni 
o and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they are again in- 
It | tangled and overcome, the latter end is worſe 
it || 401th them than the beginning, for it bad 
n | peer better for them not to have known the 
Nas | -- Rey way 


22 
ay of riphteouſneſs, than after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered to them. In theſe I read: my 
condemnation, and concluded, my ſoul 
and body were loſt, nd to hell 1 muſt 
0. Dh $ 

Being at one time in my chamber, I 
thought I had agreed in my mind to go, 
for I felt no hopes of mercy ; and that it 
was in vain for me to ſtrive any more; I 
was now a Magermiſabib, a terror to 
myſelf and all about me; I had no com- 
fort in the world nor in my family, and 


if I attended on the word, I heard my | 
condemnation : I hated to ſee the chil- | 
_ dren play, or any body laugh or look | 


with a chearful countenance, and eſpe- 


cially to hear any body ſay they were fure 
of ſalvation; this augmented my tor- 
ment, and was like unto vinegar poured | 
into my wounded ſoul. I have often 


thought ſince of God's ſecret hand in ſup- 

porting me while under theſe terrors of 
ſoul, with wonder and aſtoniſhment that 
I have not ſunk into total deſparation; 
God, who had begun the work, was car- 
rying the ſame on at this time, though 
Ken to me, and at lalt was pleaſed to 
5 2 give 
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give me a little encouragement, to hope 
tor mercy from theſe words, Judges xiii. 
23. But his wife ſaid unto him, if the Lord 
were pleaſed to kill us, he would not have- 
received a burnt-offering and a meat-offer- 
ing at our hands, neither would he have 
ſhewed us ail theſe things; nor would he at 
this time told us ſuch things as theſe, From 


this I began to attend on the word again 


cloſely, at all opportunities but I ſoon 
found that the food my ſoul ſtood in need 
of was not handed forth in the church, 


chat is to ſay, Chriſt preached : this cauſed 


me to decline going there any more, for 
I tound Chriſt to be. more preached at: 
the torementioned places in all his excel- 
lencies than at church. 

I make no doubt but thoſe: of the 
eſtabliſhment will here deride me for 
turning my back on the church, of which 
J had for io many years profeſſed myſelf 
a member: but if they want a teaſon for 
my turning my back on them it is this: 
] was ſtarved out by them, and, when a 
man is ſtarved out, no one can blame 
him for ſceking food elſewhere; and this 
was my very cate, I kept cloſe to the 
wordl4 as before hinted ; iometimes hope- 
| ing, 
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ing, ſometimes almoſt deſpairing leſt I 
was not in the right way, for I began now 
to have itching ears, and heard many 
voices; and being once much concerned 
about the true way, theſe words were 
brought to me, John xiv. 6. J am the 
way, the truth, and the life. This gave 
me great joy I well remember, and en- | 
couraged. me to go on truſting on him 
for ſalvation ; he being the way I ſaw | 
that God appointed, and that all his peo- 
ple went who were ſafely landed in glory: 
but although I was encouraged from theſe. | 
words to go on truſting in Chriſt the 
true way, it was not long before Satan 
ſuggeſted. to. me, and my own wicked' | 
heart was always ready to join with him, 
how do you know that Chriſt will receive 
you, or whether you are not come too 
late, and the day of grace paſt; for ma- 
ny have known him t to be the way, and, 
for a while have truſted in him, yet were 
never received by him. This brought 

me into great fears again; but Mr. John 
Bunyan's little treatiſe of Come and wel- 


come to Feſus Chriſt, at this time, was of 


reat uſe to me, by reading the word of 
en and hearing the ſame preached: 
70 The 


and obliged to believe 


_— 8] 
Lord was pleaſed by his Spirit in ſome 
degree to enlighten my underſtanding in 
the glorious doctrines of grace Contain 

ed in his word: but there was one doc- 
trine that gave me much trouble, eſpe- 


cCially when I heard it preached ; namely, 


the doctrine of election: for although I 
ſaw it ciearly held forth in God's word, 
it, yet when J 
have heard it preached, I have been 
{truck with terror and fear leſt I was 
not elected; and Satan made a great 
handle of it often, telling me, that if I 
was not elected, I ſhould never be ſaved; 
and if I was, I might live as I lifted ; the 
former I knew to be true, and the latter 
I knew to be falſe, from the effect it then 


had upon me, for I well remember it 


mace me cry more earneſtly to God to 
let me know whether I was one of his 
choſen ones or no, and he was pleaſed 
ſometime ſo to indulge me, that I have 

been almoſt like unto Faceb, I would not 
let him go till he had anſwered my re- 
queſts in this reſpect. 


Crying to the Lord at one time in this 


manner, Satan ſet hard upon me with 


horrid blaſphemies again, ſo that I was 
| n 
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in fear of opening my eyes leſt I ſhould 
ſee him in bodily ſhape; my ſoul was as 
it were preſſed down, what with my 
burden of ſin and trouble of mind on 
this ſort, that I was all in a ſweat; 
but the Lord was pleaſed to ſend this 
text of ſcripture to ſupport me, Phil. i. 
6. Being conjident of this very thing that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jeſus Chriſt, 
This was as a crucch put under my preſ- 
ſed-down ſoul to hold me up, and to en- 
courage me ſtill to go forward. 

J continued in this ſtate for near ſix- 


teen months, laying at the feet of Chriſt ; 
and none knows but God and my own 


foul, together with others who have ex- 
perienced the ſame, what I went through. 


Time would fail me to relate all my ups 


and downs in this time, as this was like 
oil in a bottle of water always ſwimming 
uppermoſt, Lord, let me know that I am 
thine. This was generally my cry of a 


Lord's-day morning before I went to hear 


the word preached ; Lord, fend a word 
of comfort this day to my foul. He was 
pleated to anſwer my petitions by Mr. 


Stockell, who was preaching from the 


8, us 


L 27 ] 
fong of Solomon; and in part of his 
diſcourſe he was ſaying there might be 


ſome ſoul there whom Chriſt loved, but 


they not ſatisfied of it, and added, if fo, 
here is a word of comfort for ſuch, if the 
Lord the ſpirit will bleſs it to you. As 
ſoon as he had delivered the words be- 
fore-mentioned, I knowing I was the ſoul 
that had wanted this for many months, 


my eyes burſt out with tears of joy and 


believed there was a word from God 
coming to me; and I remember well I 
waited as eagerly for it as a poor man 
would do for a meal's meat, or morſel of 
bread when almoſt ſtarved. The words 
were theſe, John xvi. 14. He ſhall glorify 
me. My foul was full indeed, and my 
burden gone, and I wanted no more of 


the ſermon, for 1 wiſhed myſelf at home 


that I might vent myſelf. My ſoul was 


full to the brim that it burſt forth. in 


plentiful ſtreams of joy out of the little 
ſluices of my eyes. Now, I knew that 
which TI had ſo long wiſh'd and cry'd for, 


namely, that Chriſt was mine, and I was: | 


his; now my eyes, opened to fee it was 
God's ſpirit that had ſhewn me theſe 
ching and that I had given more glory 
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1 
to Chriſt in coming to and relying on 
him for ſalvation, than I had done be- 


fore in truſting to all my own doings, 


either in whole or in part. I ſaw now 


God by his ſpirit had led me, a blind 


creature, by a way which by nature I 
knew not, and by the ſcales of igno- 
rance falling from my eyes darkneſs ap- 
peared light before nie, crooked things 


ſtraight; and I began to ſee and admire. 


the antiquity of that love diſplay'd to un- 
worthy me, and that it ran under-ground 
towards me when I had been going on 
in rebellion to God and his way of ſalva- 
tion, and at this time broke up to my. 
foul ; while a ſinner I ſaw the freeneſs of 
it, that it was beſtowed on me without 
money and without price, and allo the 
ſovereignty of it which made me to cry 
out with wonder and admiration, Lord, 
why me! why ſuch a wretch as I, when 
many of my companions with. whom J 
had joined hands in iniquity were igno- 
rant of what J then felt in my ſoul ; now 
my praiſes were pitched upon the higheſt | 


key to God the Father for loving me; 


to God the Son for redeeming me; and 
to God the Spirit for bringing home and 


e Tus 


wn, [29] 
applying this Tedemption to my ſoul 3 
and the 


the Pſalms, Pſalm xii. 116. 2 ſhall 17 
render unto the Lord for all his benejlts to- 
wards me? 

But although my joys were now at this 
high pitch, yet they did not laſt long, for 
Satan, about three days after, ſet hard 
upon me again, pouring volleys of temp- 
tations into my foul, and J, as a filly 
weak babe, ſtood reaſoning with him. 
My faith grew. weak, my joys abated, 
and he foiled me ſo that I doubted again; 
and began to conclude that what I before 
had experienced was all a deluſion : (this 
was while I was fitting at ray labour,) 


my foul was ſo diſtreſſed that my hope 


had almoſt given up the ghoſt, he at the 
ſame time preſenting unto me my former. 


pleaſures; tempting me to reruru to my 
former life and tales 


this my trouble; but although in this 
condition, bleſſed be God: I was enabled 
to put this ſimple queſtion to my ſoul; 
foul, art thou willing to embrace thy 


„ ” ” 


ing of my heart from a 
ſenſe of a love was in the language of 


my carnal pleaſures 
again, as the only means*td ger- rid of 
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5 
former pleaſures, to get rid of theſe ſor- 
rows and trouble, which thou now doit 
labour under? My anſwer was this, no, 
J would ſooner chooſe to be in this con- 
lition with that ſmall ſpark of hope I. 
Had in me, than to enjoy all the pleaſures 
this world could produce, and be without 
it. At this the enemy began to give way, 
and I found the Lord to ſtrengthen me a- 
gain, that I went on my way rejoicing and 
wildaems ways, were ways of pleaſures and all 
her paths peace. My hope grew ſtrong in 
the Lord, for he was pleaſed io to in- 
dulge me with communion and fellow- 
ſhip with him, that I think I can ſay . if 
my heart doth not deceive me, that in my 
lying down, riſing up, going out, or 
coming in, Chriſt was with me. I began 
now to think I ſhould grow perfect a- pace, 
for I really thought there was to be a per- 
tection in myſelf in this life, but in my 
ſcriving for it, the Lord was pleaſed by 
the light of his ſpirit to diſcover unto me 
my heart, and there I ſaw abundance of 
pride, enmity, unbeliet, worldly mind- 
edneſs, and a propenſity in my nature 
to wander from God, even in my prayers, . 
and 
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„ 
end found that if he did not keep me I 


ſnould wander from him continually. 
Thus from what I faw and felt daily 


riſing from this ſink of ſin, and mixing 


itſelf with all my duties which I owed to 
God my Father as injunctions laid upon 
me by him, together with a ſtrict ſcru- 
tiny into the word of God; I plainly law 
there was no inherent perfection in the 
creature abſolutely, ſaving that ſpark of 
grace wrought in the heart by the ſpirit 
of God; but from this diſcovery of my 
heart I was brought to doubt again for 
turning ſo often Within to ſee this new 
ſight, and prying more into my heart 
than looking to Chriſt, and ſeeing my 
comelineſs in him, I ſoon found, from a 
voeful experience, my flame of fire be- 
gan to abate, and drew this concluſion, 
that becauſe my love to Chriit was not 


 1o ſtrong now as it had been, there- 
fore he did not love me; and in this 
manner I continued for a long time. 


When at any time I found my heart warm 
with love to Chriſt, then I concluded he 


loved:{me, but when mine abated, I. 


thought his abated alſo - 
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( 32] 
Here, reader, thou mayeſt ſee plainly: 
that I meaſured my ſtate by my frame, 
that when I had a. goud frame, then Chriſt 
loved me, but when that was gone, I 
thought Chriſt hated me; and I muſt 
farther own, that I have been much. like 
unto. a child who when his parents have 
given him any thing in token of their 
jove to him, he has looked more to the 
gift than the giver; for I have looked 
more and lived more upon the frame 
than the giver of the frame; but bleſſed 
be his name he hath inclined my heart to 
beg of him to indulge me with heavenly 
frames, yet he hath alſo taught me to, 
look through the: frame to him who be- 
'\ ſtows it on mg And now through rich 
orace, though he may as a ſovereign, but 
more eſpecially tor my fins, hide his face, 
yet he hath declared in his word, and by 
his ſpirit, I am enabled to bakeve the 
ſame, That he is God, and he changeth not, 
therefore the ſons of Facob are not conſumed, 
Maty. iii. 6. He changeth not in his eter- 
nal purpoſes and decrees, tor whom he 
loved before time commenced); he loves in 
time, and will love to all eternity ; for 
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his gifts and callings are without "on 
tanees = 
Here, reader, I would humbly hope now 
that God by his ſpirit was fitting me for 
a work which I was then at that time 1g- 
norant of, by leading me into theſe cham- 
bers of imagery, and making me ac- 
quainted with Satan's tempration, that I 
might know how to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to them that are weary. | 
| Being a profeſſed churchman, as you 
have already heard, I ſtill kept to my 
form of prayers at times, which were thus: 
The Lord's-day was generally my mar- 
ket day for ſoul food, when I have been 
full, I could pray without my form, but 
when in the week:- day I have been in the 
world and buſineſs, I have often found 
my ſoul would dwindle into a form, and 
then I would take my book and pray. 
But one Lord's-day morning, I remember 
in particular, inſtead of feeding plentifully: 
on the word as I uſed to do; I found 
that my appetite was gone for feeding, 
which was ſomething new to me, Mav- 
ing been indulged by the Lord for a long 
time with many bleſſed ſeaſons in this or- 
dinance of the word preached ; and Sa- 
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[34] 
tan at this time was not wanting, yet 
God brought this about for my good in 
the end; for being greatly diſtreſſed 1 
the account, I thought I would ſtay at 
home in the afternoon, accordingly I did, 
and Satan was very buſy with me, and 
while I was ſighing and crying, a thought 
came into my mind to go to prayer ; 
I took my book in my hand as uſual at 
{uch ſeaſons as theſe were, but I found to 
my great grief I had no power to pray; 
it appeared ſo diminitively to me, at 
which I laid it on the bed and com- 
mitted myſelf to God juſt as I was; the 
Lord was pleaſed ſo to enlarge my heart 
in prayer, that from that time I caſt my 
form away, and never made uſe of it 
ſince, which as near as I can remember is. 
about eleven years ago. 
Now, I enjoyed a privilege which 1 
never did beiore, being ſatisfied that God 
aſſiſted me, and that he that ſo remarka- 
bly aſſiſted me now could aſſiſt me in 
my darkeſt moments, though indeed I 
have found many times ſince that I 
could hardly ſpeak a word in prayer to 
God, that inſtead of finding it a privi- 
lege I have found it a hard taſk, and 
Satan. 
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Satan that cunning adverſary, hath made 
an handle of this alſo, tempting me 
when I have been thus confined in m 
ſoul to put it off till I was a little more 
at liberty, and then go to prayer, and J 
muſt own, though God had ſo remark- 
ably opened my mouth, I have given 
way ſo to Satan and my unbelieving 
heart, as to omit that privilege ſometimes 
for a while, and have found myſelf to 
grow weaker and weaker ; ſo that I have 
dreaded to enter my cloſet, fearing leſt 
my mouth ſhould be ſtopped, or I ſhould 
ſee the devil in ſome human ſhape ; but 
God gave me deliverance from this bon- 
dage allo, -and prayer became a —_— 

privilege to me: I have often found, 

his praiſe would I ſpeak it,) that I Rs 
been upon the borders of heaven, and 
graſped Chriſt in the arms of my faith; 
he hath kifſed me with the kiſſes of his 
mouth, and I have felt his love to be 
better than wine. My hours were ſpent 
in prayer and praiſes to him whom my 
foul loves; and I think I can ſay, it was 
the delight of my ſoul to be ſpeak- 
ing for "Chriſt wherever I went. But 


Satan 
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[36 ] 
Satan was ſuffered to buffet me again, 
for being thus indulged of the Lord, I 
became proud, and thought tew were ſo 
favoured as me; but was ſhewed by his 
ſpirit it was ſin: Satan ſet in with this 
diſcovery, and tempted me not to ſpeak 
or pray any more, leſt I ſhould fin: My 
conſcience at this time, thro' rich grace, 
being very tender, I was at a ſtand and 
hardly knew what to do; yet I thought 
if I held my tongue, either in prayer or 
praiſes to God, or ſpeaking of his love to 
my foul to others, the ſtones in the ſtreets 
might juſtly cry out againſt me; and I 
&-kngw from a felt experience that pride 
then ſtuck to every thing that I did, and 
Satan endeavoured to magnify it as much 
as he could to ſtop my mouth; but I 
was enabled to come to this concluſion, 
that I would not hold my tongue; and 
if pride appeared at any time in what I 
did, I would, as God ſhould help me, 
carry it to the free fountain of _ Chriſt's 
blood to waſh it away. 
It was not long after this, before Satan 
and my wicked heart joined againſt me 
to rob me of this privilege again; telling 
me there was no need of my praying for 


any 
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| Cw] 
any thing, for God knew what I wanted 
and when to beſtow it upon me; for all 
bleſſings temporal and ſpiritual were fix d 
in the Covenant for his people, and I 
could n6t alter the councils and decrees 
of God let me pray ever ſo often and fer- 
vent. I acknowledge that Satan was at 
this time too hard for me, for I began 
to conclude it was true, and left prayer, 


as near as I can remember, for near a 


week ; but the Lord delivered me again 
by this text of ſcripture, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, I will yet for 


this be inquired of by the houſe of Iſrael to 
do it for them. 


though God would do, and hath done 
all things for his people, that it was a 
duty injoined upon them by the Lord to 
call on him, and that covenant bleſſings 
both for body and foul, ſhould be hand- 
ed down through the conduit pipe of 
prayer in faith, 

Thus I ſaw prayer was my duty, and 
have gone to the throne of grace many 
times ſince as a duty, and before [ 
came away have found it to be a privi- 
lege ; and have bleſſed God many a time 
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[ 38 ] 


ſince that he hath made me acquainted 
with the devices of Satan and my own 
wicked heart. | 
About the year 49 the Lord inclined 
my heart to enter into the tabernacle ſo- 
ciety, a place I had often found a Bethel, 
a houſe of God, a gate of heaven to my 
ſoul : when I had been there about a year 
it was propoſed to me to meet a claſs ; 
and from a ſenſe of my own weakneſs in 
knowledge of ſpiritual things, I deſired 
to be excuſed from it, but the more I re- 
fuſed it the more they inſiſted on it, and 
one was appointed for me, accordingly 
I viſited: the ſame, but with a trembling 
Rare. 
As many a good man have "ſpoken 
diſreſpectfully of thoſe bands and claſſes, 
in ſaying they met to goſſip about their 
neighbours, and others, to confeſs their 
ſins ; it may not be amiſs to give a few 
hints of them, being an eye-witnels to 
all theſe meetings. 
The bands, ſo called, conſiſted of ſix or 
eight of the brothers who were looked 
upon by the miniſters, as near as they could 
Judge, to have a knowledge of Chriſt 
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199] 
experimentally in their hearts. Theſe 
met together by themſelves once a week, 
at one of their houſes or elſewhere, from 
the hour of ſeven to nine in the evening, 
and in their meeting they ſpent the time 
in ſinging, praying, and ſpeaking their 
experiences to each other in order, allow- 
ing time for each other to ſpeak, and 
Chriſt, according to his promiſe, has con- 
deſcended to make one in the midſt of 
them many a time, I being a witneſs of 
the ſame from my own experience. 
The claſſes were thoſe ſouls who were 
| Judged to be ſeeking the Lord, theſe 
eir number were uncertain, from eight _ 
or ten, to twenty or thirty; theſe had a 
viſitor over them, and they met generally 
at the ſame hours that the bands mer, 
and in their meeting the viſitor generally 
firſt of all ſings a chymn or plaim, and 
then goes to prayer; after that, as he 
may think proper, gives an exhortation, 
or ſpeaks alternately to them, enquiring 
into the ſtate of their fouls, anf Wers their 
doubts and ſcruples, and encourages them 
on in the way of the Lord; and I think 
0 not as I would pretend to correct the 
E 3 churches) 
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churches) that if members of churches 
were to aſſociate themſelves together a lit- 
tle more than they do, and ſpend their 
time thus, it might be a means, in the 
hand of the ſpirit, of keeping up the 
life and power of religion among them: 
thus I have given a few brief hints of 
bands and claſſes, leaving the candid 
reader to judge of them for himſelf. 
In the year 51, as the ordinance of 
the Lord's ſupper was not adminiſtered 
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believe I was one of his children, and 
as ſuch had an undoubted right to that 
ordinance as well as others of his houſe ; 


ed upon it to be my duty as well as pri- 
vilege, having firſt of all given my- 
ſelf up to God, to give myſelf up to that 
church over which he was paſtor; ac- 
cordingly I told Mr. Stockel my incli- 
nation, and withal how I was engaged at 
the tabernacle, and that I ſhould like to 
keep my place there, and no ways be 
debarred from thoſe pleaſanr ſcaſons I 
had ſo often enjoyed, the which he tree- 


at the tabernacle, and having reaſon to 


and as God had bleſſed Mr. Stockel to 
me as an inſtrument in his hand, I look- - 
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41>] 
ly granted me, only with this reſtricti- 
on, to fill up my place at breaking 
bread, and to attend as often as I could : 
accordingly he propoſed me to the church, 
and meſſengers were deputed to viſit me 
and 1 inquire into my moral conduct in 
the world, which when they had given in 
at their church meeting, and I my expe- 
rience of the work of God on my ſoul, they 
unanimouſly agreed to receive me into 
tull communion, and the right- hand of 
fellowſhip was given me. 

A ſmall time after this, being i in con 
ference at the tabernacle with thoſe who 
met the bands and claſſes, it was propo - 
ſed to me to go to Deptford ſociety to 
give a word of exhortation ; (this ſo- 
ciety ſtood in relation to the tabernacle, 
and was collected together at the time 
that Mr. Whitefield preached at Black- 
heath, and continues to this day; ) I muſt 
own that it ſhocked me, and from a ſenſe 
of my inſufficiency refuſed it, but they all 
agreed I ſhould go, and infiſted on it z 
and withal wiſhed me me" en and 
prayed for me. | 
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2 
I looking on their voice now to be the 
voice of God, I was intirely paſſive 
in it, and fearing leſt I ſhould ſin againſt 
God, was obliged to agree to go, but it 


was with an aching heart. As I was go- 


ing to Deptford the cry of my ſoul was 
for God to be with me, and give me a 
word for the people; and being almoſt 
caſt down with fear, theſe words were 
brought to me, Fear not, I am with you. 
This encouraged me greatly, and I found 
him true to his word ; but when I came 
there I was for having the door ſhut, and 
only ſpeaking to the {ſociety in private 
but when I had told fome of them my 
intention, it was refuſed me, and I was 
obliged to ſpeak in public; in prayer the 
Lord was pleaſed to give me great near- 
neſs to himſelf, which greatly encouraged 
me to proceed, and in the exhortation like- 
wiſe he was pleaſed to give me great li- 
berty; but I well remember towards the 
cloſe of it, I felt that which I do not re- 
member I ever experienced in fo large a 
degree before, for I ſwelled with pride 
like a turkey- cock, thinking I had done 
ſomething, but the Lord took care to 
keep 
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[43]. 
keep me down, for juſt as I had drawn 
to a concluſion, a cloud came over it 


all, and it appeared as nothing to me, 


ſo that I could have been glad to have ſunk 
into the earth and been ſeen no more. 
From this time aroſe freſh trials and 


| temptations, as I then, and have ſince 


found ; for as I had been there once and 
my gift was accepted and owned, it 
was propoſed for me to go a ſecond, and 
then a third time, and Satan was very 


buſy in tempting me ſometimes not to 


go any more, leſt I ſhould marr the work 


of God, or my mouth ſhould be ſtop- 
d, or I was running before I was ſent. 


Indeed the latter I was always in fear of, 


and chooſed to ſee my way quite clear 
before I would go; theſe, and many 


more which I might mention, but I chooſe 
to forbear, together with a ſenſe of my 
own inſufficiency, hath ſometimes brought 
me ſo low when I have been going, that 
I could hardly walk along, and have 
thought the ſenſeleſs ſtones on which 1 


trod were more happy than I was; and 


my poor fellow-creatures who have paſ- 
fed by me ſwearing and curſing, have 
| | en- 
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[ 44 ] 
envied their happineſs becauſe they were 
ſtrangers to that ſorrow and trouble of 
ſoul I underwent; as I had been there two 
or three times, one of the brothers was 
for my going up into the deſk, which I 
refuſed, looking upon that to be a ſtep 
too high for me, but as it was men- 
tioned two or three times to me after: .' 
wards, I laid it firſt before the Lord, 
andthe. next time that it came to my 
turn to go I went up, but with a trem- 
bling-heart, and ſpoke from theſe words, 
r. 25 3» 4 8 

About the third time after this, whic 
was the midſt of winter, it was a rule 
then that the winter half year the ſociety 
ſhould meet in the morning privately, 
and preaching 1n the evening ; and that 
I might be ready to meet them in the 
morning 1 would go on Saturday even- 


ing and lay there, which was at a houſe 


of one of the ſociety's, a Lydia whoſe _ 
heart the Lord had opened for many. 
years to receive the miniſters, or any pri- 
vate brother who came in their room. 
Being come to my lodging, my hoſtes 
and I agreed to go and hear a ſermon at 
| Mr. 
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[ 45 ] 

Mr. Weſley's, he having preaching there 
once or twice a week. When preaching 
was over, ang we coming home, a gen- 
tleman, one Mr. Lewis, in Butt-Lane, 
Deptford, deacon of the church, follow- 
ed us, and aſked my hoſtes whether any 
of the tabernacle minifters were come 
from London or no; ſhe turning about 
to me deſired me to anſwer for myſelf; 


J told him that I did not come down in 


the character of a miniſter, but only as 
a private brother in their ſtead to keep 
the door open, that the people might 
not wholly be diſappointed ; he. came 
home with us, and told me their diſtreſs 


as a church of Chriſt; that the Lord 


had laid his hand upon their paſtor 
that he could not come out to break the 


bread of life among them, and very 


preſſingly inſiſting on my coming on the 


morrow to help them; and withal that 


he thought there was a providence in it, 
the which I could not deny; I told him 
I would make it matter of prayer, and 


added, I believe he might take an anſwer 


in the negative, I never having entered a 
prey in my life, neither did I look on 
myſelf 
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461 
myſelf any ways qualified for ſuch 4 
work : he {aid he would be with me in 
the morning at our ſociety... None knows 
but God the terror I was in at his ſaying 
this, I wiſhing I had not come down, or 
that he might not be as good as his 
word; and ſo diſtreſſed I was that I could 
hardly receive any ſuſtenance to ſupport 
nature. 
When morning was come he was as 
good as his word, and ſtayed at our ſo- 
ciety till we broke up, and then inſiſted 
on what he had done the night before. I 
told him I could not bear the thoughts 
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ciency for ſuch a work, and begged of 


pleaſed to ſay, Sir, if you can underſtand 
thedifferent experiences of ſo many ſouls, 
and anſwer their ſeveral caſes of conſcience, 
(and having ſpoke alternately to them) I 
am ſure you are fit for the pulpit; at 
which I aſked the ſociety what they 
thought of it, they all agreed for my 
going, and incouraged me greatly, and 
prayed the Lord to go with me; I 
found I was ſo hedged in that I could 
5 | not 
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of it, being ſenſible of my own inſuffi- 


him not to inſiſt on it: at which he was 
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[ 47 ] 
not get out, and their praying for me 
cauſed an inclination in' me to go, for I 
knew that the prayers of God's people in 
faith was of a prevailing nature. I there- 
upon agreed to go according to his requeſt, 


firſt to his houſe to breakfaſt, and wheik 


I came there, there was a gentleman 
who had formerly belonged to the ſame 
church, but providence had called him 
many miles from them and to get my- 
ſelf free if I could, addreſſed myſelf to 
him thus, Sir, as you have been a mem- 
ber of this church, and appearing to me 
to be better qalified for ſuch a work than 
myſelf, it would be acting the part of a 


brother to aſſiſt them at this time; he an- 
ſwered, it was what he could do, but ad- 


ded a prophet is not without honour ſave 
in his own country and in his own houſe, 
and gave me great encouragement ; I 
found there was no ſuch thing as getting 


rid of this work, that now ſeemed to be 


by Providence appointed for me. The 
time drawing very near, I defired to go, 
they told me if I had a mind to retire 


for half an hour I might, and there was 


2 private room for me, I thanked them, 
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[48]. 
but I told them I would rather go home; 
they ſaid if I would give them my hand 
and promiſe, they would let me go, and 
not elſe ; accordingly I gave them my 
hand, and we parted, intending to go 

to my own chamber, as I called it, to 
fix on a text and meditate a little on it, 
but when I came there my hoſtes was gone 
to church, and there was no entrance 
for me, this increaſed my trouble great- 
ly, and what to do I could not tell, but 
as I had reaſon to believe the Lord's 
hand was in this, I committed myſelf 
into his hand as a lump of Clay, to take 
and diſpoſe of me as ſeemed good in 
in his ſight; having now no where elſe to 
o that was near, I went to the meeting- 
houſe, and as I was going along and cry- 
ing in my heart to the Lord, theſe words 

were brought for my encouragement, 1/a. 
XXX. 21. This is the way, walk ye in it. 
when I came to the meeting-houſe, there 
was nobody in the veſtry that knew me, 
nor on what account I came, till my two 
friends came, which was but a ſhort 
time after me; after a little converſation 
I aſked them how they carried on their 

E worſhip, 
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q went up into the pulpit, the people 
looking at me, and aſking who | 
that I was N e to ſhut my eyes, leſt. 


„ 
worſhip, which, when they had told me, 


Was, 


J ſhould be look'd out of countenance ; 
in the beginning of my prayer, (I have 
often thought of John' Bunyan) my head 
was as in a bag that I hardly knew what I 
faid, but a little after the Lord gave me 
nearneſs to himſelf, and I was in my 


element; but after prayer and ſitting 


down, I looked about the inſide of the 
pulpit for a bible, but ſaw none, and I 


had never a one in my pocket, ſo that ! 


was as obliged to beckon to my friend, 
who had brought me there, and who had 
his eye upon me, to hand me one, which 


when I had got, I had my text to ſettle 


on, and my ſermon to ſtudy in a minute 
or two; in opening my bible the Lord 
led me to that paſſage of ſcripture in Matt. 
xv. from the 22d to the 29th verſe, 
which, while I was introducing, was all 
of a tremble, but to the glory of God 
would I ſpeak it, when I was come to 


the words my fears left me, and my brow 


was as braſs, I was as a walled city and 
hs : Pillar 
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[ 59. ] 
pillar of iron, and had there been all 
the carnal criticks in the world, I ſhould 


not have feared them; but when my 


wo! K was done, I found my fears return 
upon me again; but being come down 
from the pulpit, my friends took. me by 
the hand, and were pleaſed to ſpeak in 
cammendation of the diſcourſe, and to 
thank me for it, which I looked on as 
a compliment, judging it myſelf to be 
no ways worthy of any commendation : 
and if it was, or any good was done, 
God alone muſt have the glory. I now 
thought to be honourably acquitted, as 
I had anſwered their requeſt, but they 
would not let me go till I had promiſed. 
to be there in the afternoon, the which 


I did, but broke it, and I hope God will 
forgive me, and they alſo; for having 


a diſcourſe to deliver in the evening, I 
thought it more prudent to prepare for 
that, than to go there again, and ſent them 
word that I deſired them to excuſe me 
fiom coming according to my promiſe, 
and begged them to fill up the time in 


prayer, W which accordingly they did. In- 


deed the truth is, for I would no ways 
excule 


[I by : 2 J = : 
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E 
excuſe myſelf, that although God had ſo 


remarkably aſſiſted me, yet my fear was 


that I ſhould not have bodily ſtrength, 


nor ſpiritual matter for the people. 
Thus, reader, thou ſeeſt how God led 


me on hitherto, and how he ſupported 


me in his work, and my weakneſs of 
faith to truſt him. I went on preaching 
at times at Deptford and other places, 


which ſtood in relation to the tabernacle, 
for about two years; and God calling 
Mr. Lee away, and that church hearing 


of my gift, diſpatched two meſſengers to 
me to come and help them now they 


were in their widow-hood ſtate ; I deſired 


to be excuſed, telling them, as. I had 


done the ſore, that I no ways looked 
upon myſelf qualified for preaching, on- 
1y now and then went occaſionally to 
keep the doors open when a minifter 


could not: they began to inform me of 
the character they had heard of me from 


one of the two former perſons, concern- 


ing my gifts, and was ſatisfied of it, 


and greatly encouraged me, and made 
me promiſe to come and preach for them 
hog enſuing Lord's-day, Ws which I did 
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with much fear and trembling, and twice 


afterwards. 


The church which I ſtood in relation 
to hearing of it, and being in the ſame 
widowed ſtate as they were, thought they 
had as much right to my gift as any 
other ſiſter church, and diſſ patched a mei- 
ſenger to me with a . that I would. 
come and preach for them ; the brother 
who had been ſent out by them to preach 
the goſpel, and had preached for them, 
was going in the country. 

None knows but God how I was ſtruek 
with ſurprize and horror of ſoul, and 


this text came freſh upon my mind, Matt. 


XU. 57. A prophet is not without honour, 


fave in bis own country and in his own 


houſe. As for honour I expected but lit- 
tle there, I knowing them to be a cap- 
tious people, and my gift but ſmall ; 

but conſidering that the Lord had brought 
them to a very low ebb, they being with- 


out a paſtor for upwards of five years, 


Jad made them willing or glad to ac- 
pt of the ſmalleſt gift. As they were 
= diſtreſſed 1] * [ my relation to 


them layed me vnder the ſtrongeſt obli- 


ation 
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33] 
gation to anſwer - their requeſt, and ſent 
an anſwer by the meſſenger that I would 
be with them (God willing) the Lord's- 
day following. 
Now my fears increaſed creatly; and 


Satan ſer hard upon me with ſuch like 


ſuggeſtions as theſe, ſuppoſe your mouth 
ſhould be ſtopped, how like a fool you 


will look ; conſider the eyes of all that 
know you there will be upon you, and 
expecting more than you have; conſider 
how they will inſpect into what you de- 
liver; you will appear in the character 
of a miniſter, and you have not the abi 


lities of ſuch. Theſe and ſuch like 
thoughts were infuſed into my poor 
mind, that it in part took my appetite 
a for bodily ſuſtenance. 

As I had alittle knowledge. of. their 
diſtreſs, I wanted now to fix on a paſſage 


ſaitable thereunto, and going to my God 
in prayer for direction to a paſſage, and 


begging him to give me light thereinto, 


and own and bleſs it to the people, he was 


pleaſed to fix me upon this, Luke X11. 32, 
Fear not little flock, Here I was led to 
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iſt, "Why Chriſt's chureh High be 


compared to a floek? 


2. Why to a little flock? 
What thoſe fears are which- they 
are ſubject to, and from whence they a- 
riſe 2 making ſome enn, on the 


whole. 


After I had come down from the pul- 


pit, Mr. Froſt, the deacon, who had 0 


made ſtrict obſervations on what IT had 


delivered, was pleaſed to ſay, in a way 


of commendation, that he little expected: 
to have heard ſuch a diſcourſe from me; 


but J gave little heed to what he ſaid, as 


1 had often done by perſons before; for 
when any have thanked me, or have faid 


it had been bleſſed-to them, I could hard- 


ly believe them, and have thought ſome- 
times they have 2 it on * to 
pleaſe me. 


The week after Pods viſited by a ſe- 


cond: meſſenger to come and preach for 


them the next Lord's. day; I told him J 


would make it matter of prayer, and then 
E would give them an anſwer; and in ſo. 


doing theſe. words were brought again to 
mes This is the way, _ ye in it. From 
which 


171 


{551 


: which I concluded it was the will of God 
I ſhould go; accordingly I went, and 


they engaged me for a rhird time, and 
I continued preaching for them for about 
four months, but. with great fear and 
trembling, thinking, ſometimes, from a 


ſenſe of my own weakneſs and the great- 
neſs of the work, to give it up and go 


no more ; but a fear ariſing in my mind 


chat 1 ſhould fin againſt God in fo doing, 


and leſt I ſhould run before I was ſent, 
which was generally my fear, I have often 
begged the Lord, either to ſtop my mouth 


if he had not ſent me, or lay fomething 


in my way that I could not get over: 
and when TI have been in theſe diſtreſſes I 
have generally obſerved that one or ano- 
ther have come. to me, or have. met me 
in the ſtreets, encouraging me to go on 
in the work of the Lord, with their 
hearty prayers for me. 

Having exerciſed my gift among them 
about four months as before hinted,. it 


was agreed by the few that remained of 
them, to ſend me out to preach the go- 


ipel whereſoever God in the the courſe 
of . e ſnould caſt my lot; and 


being 
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being ſent out, I delivered a diſcourſe 
from theſe words, Eph. iii. 8. Unto me 
_ wwho am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints: is 
this grace given that I ſhould preach a- 
mong the Gentiles 2 unſearcha ble meer of 
Chriſt. : 

Being thus onlichy ſent out, it was agreed 
by the church that I ſhould preach among 
them probationllay for three months. 
having made it matter of prayer; the 
fore-mentioned words came ſtrong in my 
mind, This is the way, and ' accordingly 


I med to their requeſt, and conti 


nued the time with them, only preach- 
ing in the morning, our elder deacon 
preaching in afternoon. - 

- A little after this, the VOY unani- 
mouſly agreed, fave one, which was our 
elder deacon, in all about nine members, 
as near as I, can remember, to give me a 
call to take upon me that ſolemn charge 
of the paſtoral care of them, and that 
they might not be diſappointed : Mr. 
Froft, who wasgthe deacon, and the chief 
perſon i in the church for my ſettling there, 
aſked me: before privately whether I had 


wy 3 of accepting the call, and 
the 
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the chief reaſon for it was this, becauſe 
they had given two others a callalready, Mr 
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Meriday of the tabernacle, deceas'd, and 
a Mr. Humphreys of the ſame place, and 
f | were diſappointed by both; I made an- 
. fwer I could not tell until J had laid it 
3 | before the Lord, which when I had done, 
> | and given them ſome encouragement to 
” | think of my accepting of it, they gave 
e | me a call, with a month to conſider of 
vil It. = | | 
- Now it lay with great weight upon me; 
j- | what to do I could not tell, for tho? I 
h- | was ſent out by them to preach the go- 
on | ipel, and they had given me a call to 
I take-that folemn charge upon me; yet I 
ni- | wanted ta know farther, whether I was 
zur | {ent of God to the miniſtry, and whether 
rs, I ſhould anſwer their requeſt; according- 
e a || ly I took a view of his paſt dealings with 
rge | me, and how he had Jed me on hitherto z 
hat | and ſupported me under all the diſcou- 
Vir. ragements and temptations in his work. 
hief | The many impulſes I often had to preach, 
ere, and my fears of encouraging thoſe im- 
had | Pulſes, left they. ſhould ariſe from the 
and | pride of my naughty heart, and not ow 
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L 58) A 
his ſpirit. My. backwardneſs to go into 
the work, and my paſſiveneſs when in 
it, in puſhing myſelf forward; the many 
providences of God which I could not paſs 
by; as alſo, the voices of ſo many peo- 
ple bleſſing God for unworthy me, as an 
inſtrument of comfort. in his hands to 
their ſouls, together with the declara- 

tion Mr. Froſt made at the church meet- 
ing, when they agreed to give me a call, 
that he believed he had no leſs than 
forty perſons that came to him and ac- 
knowledged the comfort and refreſhment 
they had under my miniſtry. From theſe 
reflections I could not but conclude that 
God had called me to the work ; but al- 
though this ſeemed ſo conſpicuous to me, 
et I could not be content unleſs God 
would be pleaſed to give me a word from 
Himſelf; ahd oh, how do I cry day after 
day, and night after night tor an an- 
ſwer z and-this old text was uppermoſt 
This is the way, and fear not, I am with 
y2u, and except ye ſee ſigns and wonders, ye 
will not believe. 
This laſt paſſage I muſt acknowledge 


ſhamed me, as it were, out of my unbeliet, 
| it 


4 


59 ] ; 


it being ſo el to my caſe, I 


thought, I would doubt no more of my 
call to the work; but to my ſhame muſt 
1 ſpeak it; I have often doubted ſince. 


Having taken a view of my call for 
my ſatisfaction, I hope, I now conſider- 
ed my anſwering the requeſt of the church, 
and firſt I conſidered of the providence 


of God in bringing me among: them, 


which I knew was unthought of, both by 


me or them, the condition that they were 


in, having been without a paſtor for up- 


wards of ſix years, and reduced to ſuch 


a low ebb, that they could hardly keep. 


the doors open, or pay for any -ſupply ; 
very few churches, it any, willing to aſ- 
ſiſt them; and to all outward appear- 
ance, muſt, in a ſhort time, be diſſolved 
and the doors ſhut, and the voice of the 
hearers, which were now greatly increaſ- 
ed, as well as the church, for my ſettle- 
ing in that part of God's vineyard. 


The preſſing and encouraging argu- | 


ments made uſe of by Mr. Froſt, for 
my ſettling - there, together with their 
earneſt prayers for me, "and, their public 
acknowledgement of Gol s anſwering 


7 them 
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[ bo ] 
them in raiſing one up in their greateſt 
extremity out of their own bowels, which 
they no ways expected, and that many 
were ready to join them, if I was 
ſettled there. Thus taking this brief 
view of things, and that near relation 
which I ſtood in to them, together with 
that love I had for them, all ſeemed to 
be as ſo many proofs of the mind and 
will of God for my accepting the call; 
accordingly I concluded to give them an 
anſwer in the affirmitive, and this being 
the laſt Lord's-day in the month al- 
lowed me for conſideration of this weighty 
matter, I anſwered them publickly from 
this text, Exod. xiv. 15. Bid the people 
#hat they go forward. 

It was foon judged from my text my 
anſwer to the call, and gladneſs ſeemed to 
ſet on the brows of the people. It was 
agreed that. evening that I ſhould be ſet 
apart with all ſpeed by the church them- 
ſelves, it being neareſt to the goſpel rule, 
and alſo. my own conſent : for as Chriſt 
hath inveſted his church with a power 
to ſend forth, and commiſſion thoſe te 


preach the goſpel as inſtruments in! his 


Har 


— — ay 1 2 1 


W 


TO] 
hand, much more to ſet apart their own 
aſtor. | 

The day being fixed by the church 
to ſet me apart tor that ſolemn work, to 
take charge of their fouls as an under 
ſhepherd, and watch over them. in the 
Lord, and break the bread of life among 
them, which was October the 30th, 1734, 
where after ſpending ſome time in faſti 
and praying for the Lord's bleſſing and 
ſpirit among us on that ſolemn occaſion, 
and their giving a reaſon of their calling 
me to take the paſtoral care of them; 
according to their requeſt I gave in the 
confeſſion of my faith, which is as fol- 
lows, with ſome ſmall addition. 


Iſt, I believe there is a God, an in- 
comprehenſible, perfect Being, a: moſt | 
pure Spirit that is infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable, without body, parts or paſ- 
ſions, who only hathMbrtality; molt holy 
moſt wiſe, molt fre and abſolute, work- 
ing all things according to the council 
ot: his own immutable and moſt righte- 
ous will for his own glory, having his 
Being in and of himſelf, and giving be- 
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ing to all things with dominion over the 


creatures, and a ſovereign right to diſ- 
poſe of them as he pleaſeth, not ſtand- 


ing in need of any creature he hath made 


to add any thing to his eſſential glory and 
happineſs ; and to him is due from angels 
and men, whatſoever work or ſervice he 
is pleaſed to require of them, Pſalm xc. 
2. Iſai. xlvi. 10. Fob xxii. 2. 


2. I believe that the Land our God 


is but one Lord, the bleſſed and only 
potentate, the Lord of all lords, and 
that in the unity of the Godhead, there 
is a trinity of perſons, the Father, the 
Word, or Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; of one 


1 power, and eternity, each hav- 


the whole divine eſſence, yet the eſ- 
fan undivided: this I believe as a truth, 
bow down and adore as a myſtery that I 
cannot fully comprehend, 1 Cor. viii. 4. 
v. 7. Jobn xiv. 16. 1 Tim, 
111.. 16 


3. believe that God the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, who was from eternity, for 
che manifeſtation of the glory of his eter- 


nal 
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nal power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, did 


in the beginning of time create, or make 


the world, and all things therein viſible 
and inviſible, in the ſpace of ſix days, 


and all very good; and that the ſame 


God doth by the fame power uphold and 


maintain the creatures in that ſame Being 


which he at firit gave them, by the con- 


ſtant concurrence of his providence, for 
by him all things ſubſiſt from the high- 
eſt angel to the meaneſt worm, Gen. ii, 
1, 23; fob XXV1, 13. Cot. 1 i. 16, 17. 


4. I believe the holy ſeriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament to be given by 
inſpiration of God, and not men's devi- 
ſing, for if they were, they muſt be good 
men or bad men; and the former it can- 
not be, becauſe they would not come 


with a lie in ther mouths, ſaying, thus 


faith the Lord, when it was their own 


compoſition; hes can it be the latter, 


becauſe they would never write againſt 


themſelves, but were holy men, ſoeak- | 
ing and writing as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that they are a 


compleat and ſufficient rule for the faith, 
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T1991 
and obedience of fallen man, and as ſuch 
1 would humbly own and receive them, 
mi. 36. 1 1. 19, 20, 21: 
Luke xvi. 29. 


Ge I believe that God doth require 
obedience from man, and that the rule 
of this obedience is the moral law, which 


is an eternal rule of righteouſneſs, and 
ever binding upon reaſonable creatures. 


This moral law is ſummarily contained 
in the ten commandments, the ſum of 


- which is, to love the Lord our God with 


all our fouls, with all our mind, and all 
our ſtrength, and our neighbour as ourſelf, 


Deut. v. 32, 33. Matt. xxii. 37. Rom. 


„ 


6. I believe that God made man, 


male and female, with reaſonable and 
immortal ſouls in his own image, con- 


ſiſting in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs, with dominion over the 
creatures, having the law of God writ- 


ten on their hearts, and power to fulfl 
it, yet under a poſſibility of tranſgreſ- 
ſing, was left to the liberty of their 


OWN 


[ 65 ] 


own will, which was ſubject to change; 


beſides this law, God gave a command 


not to eat of the tree of knowledge of 


good and evil, which while they kept 


was happy in their communion and fel- 


lowſhip with God; but Satan uſing the 
ſubtilty of the ſerpent to ſeduce them, 


who without any compulſion, freely and 


wilfully tranſgreſſed the law of their 
creation, and thereby fell from their ori- 
ginal righteouſneſs and communion with 
God, and we in him, Gen. i. 26, 27. 


Eph. iv. 24. Gen. ii. 17. Gen. iii. 4, 5. 


Rom. v. 12. 


7, I believe, that God hath choſen in 
Chriſt, from everlaſting, a remnant of 
mankind out of his free grace and love, 


- without any cauſe, condition of faith 


foreſeen in the creature, moving him 
thereto, and their number ſo certain that 
they can, neither be added unto or di- 


miniſhed, Eph. i. 4. As Kill. 48. 


2 Tim. ii. 19. 
8. I believe, that all thoſe whom God 


hath choſen in Chriſt, their covenant 
head, he is pleaſed in his appointed time 
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[66] 
effectually to call by his word and ſpirit 
out of that ſtate of fin and death in 
which they were by nature plunged into, 
by - enlightening their underſtanding, 
taking away their heart of ſtone, and 


giving unto them a heart of fleſh, renew- 


ing their will to chuſe and embr ace that 
which is good, and effectually drawing 
them to Chriſt, yet ſo that they come 


freely unto him, and that Chriſt willingly 


receives them, and imputes a righte- 
ouſneſs to them for their juſtification be- 
fore God, and imparts from his fullneſs, 
a holineſs by his ſpirit for their ſanctifi- 
cation, Pſalm Ixxxix. 3, 4. Rom. viii. 
30. Jobn vi. 44. Pſalm cx. 3. Jobn 
. 16. 


* dt 


* 
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9. I believe that God made a cove- 
nant with Chriſt to redeem thoſe choſen 


in him from hell and wrath, and that 
Chrift did (willing in purſuance to the 


covenant made between them both in the © 


fullneſs of time) take into union to his 


divine nature the human, and in that 
nature did perfectly fulfil that love which 
he was borne under, and underwent the 
puniſh- 


— 


Ma 
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puniſhment which was due to his people 
for the breach of that law, enduring moſt 
grievous ſorrows in his foul, and moſt 
paintul ſuffering in his body, was cruci- 
fied and died, and remained in the ſtate 
of the dead, yet ſaw no corruption, but 
aroſe in that ſame body in which he ſuf- 
fered., rr. Gal. d. Gas 


ü. 13. Joon X. 27. 


10. I believe he aſcended up on high 
in the ſame body in which he ſuffered, to 
his Father and our Father, and led cap- 
tivity captive ; he went not into the holy 
place made with hands, but into heaven 
itſelf, there to appear in the preſence of 


God for us, and abide as our great high- 


prieſt and conſtant interpreter ; {o that 
none can lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect, fince it is God that juſti- 


fieth, none can condemn, for it is Chriſt 


that died, or rather is riſen again, who is 
even at the right-hand of God, who allo 
maketh interceſſion for us, Ads i. . 
Palm Ixviii. 18. Rom. vill. 34. 
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xr. I believe that all thoſe who are 


effectually called and juſtified, that God 
doth vouchſafe for the ſake of Chriſt, to 


give them a knowledge of their ſonſhip, 
by ſending the ſpirit of adoption into 
their hearts, enabling them to cry Aba 
Father, have free. acceſs to the throne 
of grace, are pitied by him and pro- 
vided for; and as a father chaſtiſeth 


them for their faults and failings, Gal. 


iv. 6. Pſalm cili. 13. IXXXIX. 32. 


12. I believe that the choice of the 
perſons of God's elect, and the gift of 


5 his only begotten Son, together with al! 


the bleſſings and benefits for time and 
eternity, which flow to them thro” Chriſt, 
are but the effects of a caule, and that 
that cauſe was his ancient law to them ; 
that this love which was from eternity 
continued the fame to their perſons in 
and under the fall, though at the fame 
time he hated their ſins, and being thus 
loved, they are effectually called and 


loved to the end, Fer. xxxi. 3. Jobn 


ni. 16. Ezek. xvi. 6. Mal. ili. 6. 


11 


ings of God are without repentance, and 


flowing from the free and unchangeable 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the indeſolve- 


in them, and by the temptations of Satan 


vii. 8, John xiv. 17. DET, 


7 

1 
13. I believe that all God's choſen, re- 
deemed and ſanctified ones, can neither 
totally nor finally fall from a ſtate of 
grace, but {hall certainly perſevere there- 
in to the end; ſeeing the gift, and call- 


that this, their perſeverance, depends not 
upon their own ſtrength, but upon the 
immutability of the decree of election 
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love of God, the prevailing interceſſion 


able union with him, and the conſtant 
abidance of the holy Spirit in them, 
and though they may, through the cor- 


ruption of their own nature remaining 


and the world, fall into grievous ſins, to 
the wounding of their own and others 
fouls, yet though they thus fall, they 
ſhall rife again; they ſhall never periſh 
but perſevere thro” faith in Chrift to the 
end, Rom. xi. 29. Mal. iii. 6. Mich. 


14. I believe that thoſe thus called by i 
grace into the fellowſhip, of Lord Jeſus π. 
| | | Chriſt, : 


R 
Chriſt, ſhould aſſociate together for his 
worſhip, that he is their ſole head, ruler 
and law giver, and that he has appoint- 
ed in his church proper officers tor ſuch 
ſocieties, - whom he hath qualified by his 
grace and ſpirit for the work he calls 
them to; that the work of the miniſtry 
confiſteth in preaching the word, and 
prayer, viſiting and exhorting, with 
watching for the ſouls of thoſe over 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath ſet them, 
preſiding in the diſcipline of Chriſt's 
houſe, baptiſm and the Lord's - ſupper : 
all which are collected together for the 
promotion of his people's edification, as 
well as to prove their love and obedience, 
Epb. v. 23. Als vi. 3. xx. 28. Mal. 
19. 1. XL. 23. 


15. I do farther believe that at death 
the fouls of God's people do immeciate- 
ly enter into glory, and that their bodies 


being united. to Chriſt, do reſt in the 


grave till the morning of the reſurrec- 
tion, when the ſouls of all men, by the 
word of Chrift's power, ſhall be re-uni- 
_ to their bodies again, being that day 


in 
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in which he: will = the world in 
righteouſneſs, to whom all power and 
judgment is given of the Father; and 
that all men ſhall then appear before 5 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to receive 
the things done in the body, whether 
they be good or bad; that he will mag- 
nify the riches of his grace by acquitting 
his own children, and the glory of his . 
juſtice in the condemnation of the wick Wn 
ed; that he will ſay to the one, Come BB 
ye bleſſed children of my father inherit tbe 
kingdom prepared for you from the foun- = 

dation of the world: and to the others, 1 
60 ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared 1 
For the devil and his angels; theſe ſhall go 
into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righte- 
ous into life eternal, Luke xxiii. 43. Acts 
xvi. 31. John v. 28. Matt. xxv. 34 
i | and 40. | | 
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8 Having thus given in the confeſſion 
e | of my faith before many witneſſes, and 


- | believing it to be agreeable to the ſtan- 
e | dard of God's word, having tried it 


- | by that, and no objection being made 
_ | againft it, I promiſed, through God's 


grace 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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72 
grace aſſiſting me, to make it the 
ſubje& matter of my miniſtry among 
them, begging their prayers for me, that 
it may pleaſe him in whom are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, 
to hand out unto me freſh ſupplies of 
light, and knowledge, from day to day; 
and then concluded this folemn meeting 
with prayer. 

On the Lord's-day following I preach- 
ed from theſe words, 1 Cor. ii. 2. For 1 
determined not to know any thing among you, 
ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. And 
I think I can fay, for a time, like bre- 
thren we walked together in love, fall- 
ing not out by the way, and an harmony 
ſeemed to run through the whole of our 
meetings, public and private, God feem- 
ed to be in the midſt of us of a truth; and 
as a proof of the uſefulneſs of unworthy 
me, added many to our little number; 
but Satan, who is always buſy to break 


the peace of the church, often ſtrove to 


diſtreſs us; for I had not been there long 
before trials came ſo faſt from quarters 
that I little expected; that I could hardly 


ſtand under them, and I have often found 


that 


fanny fuſe, hoo end po 
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, 73 ] 
that with theſe ſore trials, and the incum- 
arge family, and but little 
time for ſtudy, that 1 have been more fit, 
(in my apprehenſion) to have gone on a 
Lord's-day and fit as a hearer than to 
preach : In ſhort, I was ſometimes al- 
molt tired out, but from the conſidera- 
tion of God's bringing me among them; 
this often uſed to ſupport me, and en- 
eourage me to go on; and I muſt ſay, to 
the glory of. God, that theſe trials have 
been made of fingular uſe to me, tho? 


hard to fleſh and ſenſe; in fitting me 


more for that work he hath called -me 
tO. 

1 might have gone on han to have 
given a large account of them, with the 
unjuſt cauſes and reaſon of them, was 
I to follow the advice of many of. my 
friends, but I'chuſe-to forbear, only; this 


I cannot in juſtice paſs by. 


About fix months, as near 2 can 5 


remember, before that unjuſt, unchriſtian, 


and rebellious piece of conduct appeared 

in ſhutting out the worſhip of God, 

which they had ſo often in "Mer . 
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to Mr. D 


E 


ed ſtate prayed to be continued amongſt 


them; Mr. Doleman came to Mr. Froſt, 
the 133 of that church, to deſire him 


to lend him the pulpit to preach a lec- 


ture in of a Lord's-day evening, and 
once or twice of a week day, the which 
requeſt he granted, and ſent him to the 
other aſſiſtant deacon, (he being not re- 
gularly ſet apart to the office) which he 


granted: alſo, he and Mr. D-—-n came 


to me for my grant, which I refuſed, 


alledging ſomething as 2 reaſon for ſo 
doing, tho* darkly, knowing who I had 


to deal with; they went and informed 
Mr. Froſt that I had refufed the pulpit 
—n, at which he came him- 
ſelf, and made uſe of many arguments 
to prevail upon me. I told him it was 
all in vain, and it was only grieving me 
to inſiſt upon it; he minding not what I 


ſaid, but ſtill inſiſted on it, which ſo 


grieved my ſpirit, that I told him if he 
did, I would never enter the pulpit more. 


1] muſt own it was a raſh expreſſion, as 
I was then convinced of when I hadſ 


ſpoken it, and told him with grief that 
hc 


[35] 


he was the cauſe: of it by his repeated 


importunities ; I thought it was an un- 


chriſtian piece of conduct in any one, 


much more an officer, to gratify another 
to the grief of his paſtor, which I had 
ſufficient reaſons for refuſing, and look- 
ed upon it to be my duty to guard the 
pulpit while J was paſtor over them, 
at which he went his way ; but after 
this I had many a ſour look and hard 
ſpeech for it from Mr. Froft, which I 


thought was very unbecoming one: who. 
had been the ſole inſtrument of N 


me among that people. 
' In about three months after this, as 


our meeting-houſe was much out of or- 


der, it was agreed upon, if poſſibly we 
could raiſe the money, to put it into a 
decent repair; accordingly we opened a 
ſubſcription, and agreed to ſet men to 


work when we had got twenty pounds 
ſubſcribed; which when we had, as alſo 
a grant of Miſs Maſters for the uſe of 


er meeting-houſe to preach in while 


ours was repairing, . which was looked 


upon as a great providence, and we were 


about ſetting the men to work, and ad- 
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13 
vertiſing the people of our removal: 
when all this was done, Mr. Froſt and 
Hall came to me, and told me they had 
ſomething to ſay to me, which was this, 
that they had been conſulting together 
about the repairs, and had judged that 
forty pounds would go but a little way 
in repairing, and they thought it would 


be better to ſtay a month or ſix weeks Z 


longer, and get a little more ſubſcribed 
before they ſer the men to work; E told 
them I could no ways agree to it, for 


F knew that Miſs Maſters expected us on 


the Lord's-day ſe'nnight, this being a- 


bout Friday, and the people in general 
being appriſed of our removal, we be» 


ing to take our leave of the place. the 
| Lord's-day following, and had it been 
put off longer we might have, been de- 
rived of a place to worſhip God in. 
hat was their intent in this I ſhall leave 


to the judicious reader to judge of, but 
J told them I was not in fear of, fifty 


pounds, they ſeemed to make the like 


anſwer as before, at which I told them 


I was not in fear of ſixty pounds; for 
I added, if it was not collected it muſt 


come: 
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[rl 
come out of my ſmall income, at which 
they ſeemed to be ſatisfied, and ſaid it 
ſhould go on, and we parted. 
The Lord's. day following we took our 


leave of the meeting-houſe, and I preach- 


ed from theſe words, Exod. xxxiii. 13. 
if * thy preſence go not with us, carry Us 
not up hence... © 

Being now at our new place of wor- 
ſhip, and upon taking our leave of it, 


about ſix weeks after Mr. Froſt and 


Hall, (unknown to me) agreed that a 


collection ſhould be made for the wo- 


man's trouble that attended there, and 


accordingly handed up a bill to this pur- 


port, as near as I can remember: 
„ 8 R, 


„We have agreed, if you think pro. 
« per, that a collection ſhould be made 
for the woman's trouble.“ 


Which when I had loek'd at, and 
come to the word collection, 1 put it 
aſide and took no notice of it, thinking 
it to be for the repairs of our meeting- 
houſe, and was in fear of tiring the peo- 
_ out with ſo many collections, we 
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having made two before, and was to 


make a third when returned to our own 
houſe again. When J came into the veſ · 


try, T think ſuch treatment I never had 
before, for J was ſet upon by Mr. Froſt, 


with ſuch language that I echooſe' to for- 


bear mentioning, ſave this, that he would 
give the woman a guinea, and it ſnould 


come out of my ſmall income, though 1 


had acknowledged my miſtake. 

Having taken our leave of this, houſe, 
and returned to our own again, I was. 
led to ſpeak from theſe words, Num: 
xxxiii. part of the 7th verſe, Aud they 22 
moved from Etham and turned again to Pi- 
babiroth, And I thought we went on 


very comfortably, having with our col- 


tection and ſubſcription, about 30 pounds. 
or upwards ; but at our ſecond church- 


meeting, as near as I can remember, af- 


ter our return, it was mentioned by Mr. 


Froſt that Mr. Doleman was deftitute of 


a place to preach in, and he thought it 
woulgsbe an act of charity to lend him 
ours for the forementioned ſeaſons, till 
his own was roofed, which would be in 


about fix weeks. I — him he knew 


well 
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| 199] DD 
well what I had faid before concerning 
it, that if he did, I would never go up 


into the pulpit again, which I acknow- 
ledged before a haſty expreſſion, having 


ſufficient reaſons: for refuſing, (as I will 
now leave to them to be judges of ;) but 
he inſiſted on his coming, and added, 
it ought to be put to the vote of the 
che church. I confeſs I was intirely ig- 
norant of the deſign he had upon me till 
now; accordingly he aſked them alter- 
nately, and moſt of them ſided with him 


in it, that Mr. Doleman ſhould come and 
preach there, ſave two or three, which 


one of them declared, and that juſtly, 
that he thought it was no6tright in an- 


ſwering the requeſt of one that way. M 


without, to the grief of their paſtor. 
I ſeeing now how things. were, that: 


| they had wrenched the pulpit out of my 


hands, ſaid, Well, you muſt do as you 
pleaſe ; not in a way of conſenting to 
their unjuſt and ungrateful proceedings, 
as hath. been falſely declared by Mr. 
Froſt, that I conſented. with them ; but 
in a way of diſlike from my grieved ſoul, 


and farther added, I did not. like it, at 


which 
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which Mr. F roſt, to augment my grief, 
an a fury ſaid, He ſhall come, whether 


you will 'or- no; and added, it will 


be two years before you will have a far- 
thing, and that's for the trial of your 


Taith. 


I will leave the a 1 I to adder 
of the matter, here was the pulpit 
wrenched out of my hands, and I to 


preach in it but one Lord's-day more, and 


all unknown to my friends, wht had ſo 
liberally. contributed towards the repairs 


of the meeting-houſe ; and how to in- 


form them of their unjuſt uſage towards 


them, as well as myſelf, IL. could not tell, 
no other than this, by advertiſing them 


from: the pulpit, calling a church- meet- 


ing and deſiring them to ſtay that they 


might hear the whole of the matter. 
Accordingly when the Lord's-day was 


come, and I had concluded the diſcourſe 


in the afternoon, I addreſſed myſelf to the 


people and gave them to underſtand how 
Thad been ſerved, and begged them to 


ſttay; but before L had given the bleſſing 
= Nis Froſt . _ and made a large har. 


: ringe 


RY 


rangue in vindication of his proceedings, 
which when over, and the church col- 
lected together, I informed them of the 


reaſon of my calling them together, 


which was, as they agreed that Mr. 


Doleman ſhould preach there, conſequent- 
ly I muſt go, but I did not care to go 


but by vote, and as I had been voted 

in by the — as well as the brothers, 

41 oj ſatisfaction and theirs, 
0 


to 2 a yrs eye ta God, and 
not to be in fear of one another, and 
— have their conſciences bias'd ; for 


as I had looked on their voice when I 
came among them to be the voice of 


God, ſo now I ſhould look on their voice 


to be his in my diſmiſſion, and added, 


either that man muſt go, or I, pointing 
to Mr. Froſt, for I was quite tired out, 
and could not bear it any longer; at 


which Mr. Froſt anſwered, Sir, that can- 


not be done now, becauſe we have no- 


thing againſt you, this was repeated 
twice, and added, it was not to be done 
in a hurry, we ſhould have time to con- 


them, and I begged 
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5 
fider of it, and lay it before the Lord. 
That, I anſwered, could not be, becauſe 
Mr. Doleman was to preach there that 
evening, as I was informed, at which it 
Vas agreed the act for Mr. Doleman's 
coming there ſhould be repealed, and a 
month to confider of it, and lay it before 
the Lord, and then come to a conclu- 
ſion; on which we broke p; but 
althou gh it was fa ology reed of 
| before God, and many Wit 

month -ſhould be wie to Gnſider of 
that weighty matter, and lay it before 
him for direction, "ſhocking it is to 
ſpeak it, that the Saturday following at 
night, I had a paper ſent me, with eight - 
of their names to it, to inform me that 
the doors ſhould be ſhur, during their plea- 
ſure, and that I was no longer to be their 
paſtor. Here was a ſudden ſhock and 
diſappointment to me, and many more, 
who were eye and car witneſſes to that 
ſolemn agreement made before God: 
this was not all, but my name, perſon, 
and doctrine defamed in the vindication 
of their unjuſt proceedings towards me. 
This is all that I chuſe to mention at this 
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time concerning that people, and. ſhall 
leave it to the judicious reader to Judge 
of theſe few hints I have given concern- 
ing them. Here was my mouth one B 
| Lord's-day ſtopped, but God providen- | 
tially opened another the Lord's-day fol- 
lowing, in White's- Alley, Little Moor- 
Fields; where we are now collected to- 
gether a church of Chriſt i in goſpel 
order, I hepe can fay, enjoy thoſe 
i priveleg hich we were debarred from 
f | while among them. - 0 I 
e Thus, reader, you have an account of 
o | what ſome profeſſors are, that ſuch ma | 
ti] be thy pretended friends to day, and thy 
bitter foes to-morrow, but here is thine  } 

at | and my comfort, that there. is a friend 


S 


a- | that loveth at all times and ſticketh clo- 
Ir | ſer than a brother, who is faithful, free 
1d | and powerful, and is engaged to take in 5 


©, | hand and vindicate the cauſe of his in- nn 
at} ured people. 
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HEN all thy mercies, O my God, 
Muy riſing foul ſurveys, 

Why i is my barren heart not loſt 

In wonder, love, and Praiſe ? 


1. 


2. Thy providence my life ſuſtain'd, 

And all my wants redreſt, 

Whilſt in the ſilent womb I lay, 
Or hung upon the breaſt, 


3. To all my weak complaints, and cries, 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 
E' er yet my feeble thoughts bad learn'd 


To form themſelves in pray'r. 
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. Unnumber'd comforts on my ſoul 
Thy tender care beſtow'd, 
Before my infant heart conceiv'd 
From whence thoſe comforts flow'd. 
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. When thto' the ſlipp'ry paths of youth, 
With heedleſs ſteps i ran, 
Thy arm unſeen convey'd me ſafe, 
4 led me up to man. 
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6. 'Thre' hidden dangers, toils and * 
It gently clear'd my way; 

And thro' the pleaſing ſnares of vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. 
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7. Through all eternity to Thee 
A grateful ſong Pl raiſe: 
But oh! eternity's too ſhort. 
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